
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF February 7, 2008 

 
MINUTES 

 
                Attendance Log:                                                (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/10 02/07 03/13 04/10 05/08 06/12
1 Angela Griffiths 05/22/09 E P     
1 Marlene Peterson  06/30/07 P P     
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/08 P E     
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/08 E E     
2 Kashmir Shahi 11/06/09 A P     
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/08 P P     
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/09 P P     
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/07 P A     
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/07 P E     
3 T. Jong Wan Kim 09/10/08 E P     
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/08 P P     
4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/08 E E     
4 John Bergman 12/05/08 E P     
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/09 P P     
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/08 P P     
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/09 P P     
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/08 P A     
5 Korey Capozza 10/09/09 E E     
5 Larry Platt 10/07/09 P E     
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/09 P P     

 
 
Staff:  

 Anita Siegel, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 Sandra Witt, Public Health, Planning, Policy and Health Equity 
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CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:06pm. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

− Commissioner Sidney works with the mother of the 10 year old boy who was shot in the 
spine and paralyzed below the waist while taking a piano lesson last month (many of you 
may remember hearing about that in the news).  The mother has received a lot of support 
and people have really rallied around the boy and his family.  There is a fundraising 
concert on Sunday, February 10th at the music school where the boy was taking the 
lesson.  There will be food and beverages from the local restaurants.  Tickets will be $25.  
There will also be a fundraising event at Yoshi’s on March 24th.  In early April, 
Commissioner Sidney will sponsor a fundraiser in which he will run laps around a local 
track to generate publicity and raise money for the family.  Others are invited to run as 
well.  If you are interested in participating, please let him know.  The local Piedmont 
newspaper will cover the event.    

− Commissioner Griffiths is temporarily unemployed and looking for contract work. If 
anyone has anything available or knows of anyone who needs help with something, 
please let her know.   

 
ACTION ITEMS 

− Redesign, Reorganization and Strategic Planning 

Commissioner Sidney and Anita Siegel met with Crystal Hishida in the Board of 
Supervisors office and Theresa Rudy from the County Administrators office to discuss 
the new by-laws.  The meeting was a very positive one.  An hour was spent addressing 
various comments on the by-laws.  The input was generally very positive (mostly 
clarifications) but they both strongly felt the requirement that all members be "endorsed 
by a majority of standing members of the PHC" would not be supported by the 
Supervisors, so that phrase from Part IV, Section 1 was rewritten as:  "All twenty-five 
(25) members will be approved by the Board of Supervisors."  On the other hand, they 
felt the Supervisors would like the idea of the PHC taking on the job of recruiting new 
members for them by doing outreach and referring good candidates to them.  If we are 
going to move forward in that direction we really need to make an effort to develop more 
of a relationship with the Supervisors and their staff.  Commissioner Griffiths spoke with 
Supervisor Haggerty and he was open to the Commission having a small budget we can 
use for special projects. After discussing the comments from the meeting, the 
Commissioners voted on the version of the bylaws which included recommendations 
from the Board of Supervisors and County Administrators office.  Commissioner 
Woltring thanked Anita and the Public Health Department for their support of the 
Commission in the work that went in to getting the bylaws revised. 

− Unnatural Causes 

Sandra Witt, Deputy Director for Planning, Policy and Health Equity at the Alameda 
County Public Health Department, spoke to us about the Public Health Departments 
efforts to focus on identifying and eradicating health inequities.  She brought with her a 
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video called Unnatural Causes which is a documentary that “links health to medical care, 
lifestyle and genes to explore evidence of more powerful determinants:  the social 
conditions in which we are born, live and work.”  Unnatural Causes is a 7-episode series 
to be aired on PBS for four weeks, beginning March 21st.  The series will be used by 100 
local health departments across the county with the goal of providing education, engaging 
in or organizing around the issues, and determining advocacy strategies to address health 
inequities.  The Commissioners watched the episode entitled, “Place Matters” and had a 
discussion regarding what they saw.  Many of the Commissioners felt frustration and 
hopelessness after watching the video.  Major themes that came from the video included 
inclusionary housing, trust, empowering people, community engagement and access to 
parks, grocery stores and libraries. Of the themes that came out of the film the 
Commissioners felt they could support the Public Health Department in working to 
change policy, including influencing people (Board of Supervisors and community 
people).  We could also work with the health department to spearhead efforts to improve 
communities and education (increasing awareness).  As part of those efforts, we have to 
partner with other agencies, like to the police department, to get things done.  We also 
need to find ways to get corporate America involved.  Focus on emotional well being is 
also important because it directly affects our physical health.  We also need to become 
better acquainted with each district. Commissioner Woltring suggested the 
Commissioners from the various districts get together and tour their respective district as 
a group in order to begin to truly understand our districts.  What are the healthy aspects of 
the district?  What are the unhealthy aspects?  What are the organized community 
resources and assets in our districts?  After touring the districts, Commissioner Woltring 
suggested the Commissioners spend some time in a facilitated discussion thinking about 
what it brought up for us.  Once we have a better grasp of our districts, we can look at the 
strategic direction of the health department and determine how we can work together to 
make a difference.  Are there areas in the district where the Public Health Department is 
already working?  Where are the common threads?  Commissioner Marshall will 
coordinate the efforts to tour the districts.   
Anita shared with the Commission that Supervisor Lai-Bitker is working with the schools 
in her district to reduce the determinants of health that are education related. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes were approved with no amendments. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake 

 
Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone (510) 
267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org.   
 
Please feel free to contact Carmen with any questions 
regarding the meeting. 

  NEXT MEETING: 

  March 13, 2008 
  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
  San Leandro Library 
  300 Estudillo Avenue 
  Trustee Conference Room  


