
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF January 10, 2008 

 
MINUTES 

 
                Attendance Log:                                                (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/10 02/07 03/13 04/10 05/08 06/12
1 Angela Griffiths 05/22/09 E      
1 Marlene Peterson  06/30/07 P      
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/08 P      
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/08 E      
2 Kashmir Shahi 11/06/09 A      
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/08 P      
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/09 P      
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/07 P      
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/07 P      
3 T. Jong Wan Kim 09/10/08 E      
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/08 P      
4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/08 E      
4 John Bergman 12/05/08 E      
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/09 P      
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/08 P      
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/09 P      
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/08 P      
5 Korey Capozza 10/09/09 E      
5 Larry Platt 10/07/09 P      
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/09 P      

 
 
Staff:  

 Anita Siegel, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director 

 
Guests: 

 Maddy Oden, Maternal Mortality Committee 
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CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:13pm. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

− None.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

− None.   
 
ACTION ITEMS 

− Redesign, Reorganization and Strategic Planning 

A final review and discussion of the by-laws was had.  Questions were asked and 
answered for clarity before voting.  Commissioner Sidney shared the details of his 
discussion with Dr. Anthony Iton, Director of the Public Health Department, regarding 
the revisions being made to the by-laws.  Dr. Iton suggested the Board of Supervisors 
might appreciate the Commission “doing the leg work” for all Commission appointments, 
rather than just the 5 At-Large positions.  A slight change was made to the wording in 
Article I to accommodate that suggestion.  Wording was also changed regarding how 
vacancies are handled.   

Commissioner Wheatley expressed concern that the bylaws represent the community and 
the public health members and there be nothing in the bylaws that would embarrass the 
Commission or demonstrate a lack of professionalism.  Commissioner Marshall 
expressed a desire to see the Commission maintain its diversity and warned of the 
possibility the new procedure for selecting Commissioners could work to feed personal 
agendas.  Commissioner Woltring said, because the applicants would be looked at by all 
Commissioners, the likelihood of that happening is minimal.  Commissioner Marshall felt 
that future appointment recommendations could possibly be exclusive - appointing those 
who the Commissioners know and are comfortable with.  This concern was also shared 
by Commissioner Benton.  Several Commissioners disagreed with Commissioner 
Marshall, stating it would be unlikely that the Commission would experience exclusivity 
or district-centric appointment selections, especially since everything we do would have 
to be approved by the Board of Supervisors.  Commissioner Sidney went on to say he felt 
it was conspiratorial to even suggest that something like that could happen.  Finally, the 
Commissioners did agree that it was important to be cautious about that kind of thing 
taking place.  Commissioner Wilson took umbrage with the suggestion that 
Commissioner Marshall’s concern (which has been brought up only by Commissioners of 
color) was conspiratorial in nature and that each time Commissioners of color raise this 
issue their concerns are disregarded or “swept under the rug.”  She suggested that putting 
it in writing and being specific is recommended, especially since those who are on the 
Commission now will not always be around to ensure equality and balance. 

Commissioner Wheatley hoped that we as a body do not become sensitive when race is 
brought up.  Instead, we should deal with it and not become defensive.  When you start 
getting sensitive to the issues then we cease listening to each other.  Deal with it.  



 

 3

Acknowledge it and move on.  Commissioner Marshall agreed saying it is time for this 
Commission to deal with what needs to be done and get down to action.  Commissioner 
Sidney asked if there was anything more that needed to be added to the bylaws to make 
Commissioners feel all of their concerns were addressed.  Commissioner Wheatley 
suggested a section be added addressing an appeals process for those who apply to be on 
the Commission but are not appointed.  She also wanted to make certain that procedures 
were in place to contact Commissioners who have been absent before recommending 
them for removal.  The Commissioners assured her that those steps would be taken.  The 
Commissioners agreed that a policies and procedures document, separate from the 
bylaws, would be agreed upon which includes the appeals process and suggests 
guidelines for what the composition of the Commission should look like.  This document 
would also include language that says “the membership will be reflective of the 
differences, as mentioned, that are consistent with the PHC’s Mission Statement” or 
something similar.  As a final note, Anita Siegel assured the group that the Public Health 
Department’s strategic plan is based on addressing health inequities and one of the ways 
to do that is by working to combat racism.  In fact, we’ve used a social justice framework 
to shape our strategic plan.  We’ve been working on ways to understand racism better, 
including sending many of our employees to training classes to help address this and 
other issues.  This is something the Public Health Department takes very seriously.   

By-laws were voted upon and approved as amended with one opposed (Commissioner 
Wilson).  Now that the revised by-laws are approved, the next step is to schedule a 
meeting with Crystal Hishida in the Board of Supervisors office to discuss the new by-
laws and eventually do a meeting with the Board of Supervisors.  Following the meeting 
with Crystal Hishida, we will do a presentation to the Public Health Department 
Leadership Team to share with them what we are working on.  Commissioner Sidney will 
work to get that scheduled.  Those meetings take place on the first and third Monday of 
each month. 

Agenda Committee 

− Commissioner Sidney suggested the Commission develop an Agenda Committee to put 
the agenda together each month.  Commissioners Rajesh and Platt volunteered to be a 
part of that Committee along with Commissioner Sidney and Anita Siegel. 
 

− MCH Sub-Committee 

The final packet with all revisions/corrections was reviewed, including review by two 
mid-wives and Dr. Martin Wagner who was the head of Maternal Child Health at the 
World Health Organization for 15 years.   

With regard to outreach, we have several outreach lists.  One was given to us by the Fetal 
Infant Maternal Health Group.  The other is a list of all OB/GYN’s in the County.  The 
third is a variety of different organizations which also provide outreach. 

The pamphlet now has two inserts.  One is the grid and the other would be the list of 
questions a mother can ask her doctor with non-medical intervention ways of reducing 
pain on the flip side.  Anita Siegel will now take it to the Health Educators in Alameda 
County for their review. 
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As a side note, Maddy mentioned that she has had the opportunity to work on a 
tremendous number of committees in the 35 years she has lived in the Bay Area and she 
thought it worth mentioning that this committee works really well together.  In her words, 
we are to be commended.  Thank you, Maddy! 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes were approved no amendments. 

 
UPDATES 

− As a result of Commissioner Benton’s departure, we may need an election to appoint a 
new Vice Chair.   

− Commissioner Sidney will not be present for the meeting in February.  Commissioner 
Marshall will chair that meeting. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake 
 
Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone (510) 
267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org.   
 
Please feel free to contact Carmen with any questions 
regarding the meeting. 
 

  NEXT MEETING: 

  February 7, 2008 
  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
  San Leandro Library 
  300 Estudillo Avenue 
  Trustee Conference Room  


