
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF January 14, 2010 

 
MINUTES 

 
                Attendance Log:                                                (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/14 03/11 05/13 07/08 09/09 11/11
1 Ray Grimm 02/19/10 P      
1 VACANT        
1 VACANT        
1 VACANT        
1 VACANT        
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/10 P      
2 Brenda Parish 11/06/11 P      
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/10 A      
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/10 P      
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/11 A      
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/11 P      
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/11 P      
3 VACANT        
3 VACANT        
3 VACANT        
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/10 P      
4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/10 E      
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/11 P      
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/10 A      
4 VACANT        
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/11 P      
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/10 P      
5 Madeline Oden 10/09/11 P      
5 Larry Platt 10/07/11 P      
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/11 E      

 
 
Staff:  

 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 

Guest:  
 Paul Cummings, Public Health, Community Health Services 
 Vanessa Cordova, Public Health, Public Information Officer 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the November meeting were unanimously approved with no changes. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

− On February 10th Chabot College is hosting a health fair from Noon to 2pm. Commissioner 
Wilson is requesting there be a Public Health presence, even if it’s just a Public Health Nurse 
with general information and pamphlets. She will follow up with Anita Siegel, Director, 
Public Health Department, on that request. 

− Commissioners Wheatley, Platt and Oden attended a reception Keith Carson held for his 
appointees. Commissioner Platt gave an update on the Commission and Commissioner 
Wheatley discussed the MCH program. 

− For those who are interested, Commissioner Traylor passed around information on how to be 
of assistance to the people of Haiti. 

− The Community Health Services division of the Public Health Department is heading up an 
RFP application process for $220,000 in Measure A funds. Commissioners were given the 
opportunity to volunteer to participate on the application review board. Commissioners 
Wheatley and Shemick volunteered. 

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORTS 

Vanessa Cordova, Public Information Officer for the Public Health Department spoke to the 
Commission regarding what the Public Health Department has been involved in over the last 
couple of months and where they are focused for the first quarter. 

The Novel H1N1 virus continues to be the predominant circulating virus in the U.S., with low 
levels of co-circulating Influenza A and seasonal flu A&B. In California, activity has declined 
from widespread to regional activity, which means there is significant influenza activity in at 
least half of the State. There is a decline in positive lab detections of H1N1. However, there 
continues to be severe illness locally. To date, in Alameda County, there have been 496 H1N1-
related hospitalizations and fatalities. Of the 496, 128 have been cases of severe illness which 
required ICU hospitalization and fatalities. The burden of mortality continues to be for 
individuals between the ages of 25 and 49. The majority of fatal cases have underlying chronic 
conditions, the predominant being obesity (compounded by COPD or diabetes). Infants have the 
highest rate of hospitalization. But we have no reported fatalities of infants. The County has been 
engaged in a mass vaccination effort of CDC-identified target populations who are at highest risk 
of complications from H1N1 infection. These included children and adults ages 25-49 with 
underlying chronic conditions. The model used for the vaccination effort is based on the 
County’s existing BioTerrorism model for rapid response to weaponized anthrax. We used that 
model because it has demonstrated to us from an emergency readiness perspective that it is 
adaptable, scalable and implement able. Approximately 90% of the overall allocation of vaccine 
that was earmarked for the County was pushed out to providers. The other 10% the Public Health 
Department used to meet the needs of those without health care. Roughly 650,000 people in 
Alameda County were identified as high-risk for H1N1 complications. To date, County-wide, 
425,000 doses of the vaccine have been dispensed in this County. That is 2nd only to Los Angeles 
in the State; Los Angeles being the largest County and Alameda County being the 7th largest. As 
long as there is severe illness that continues to be reported in hospitalizations and fatalities, we 
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will continue our mass vaccination efforts. Now that supply is more robust, and the target 
population has been saturated, demand has leveled off so we are able to expand the target groups 
to offer vaccine to the general public. The Health Officer released a directive to all providers and 
clinicians in the County to vaccinate any person 6 months and older. And, in addition to H1N1, 
to also provide the Pneumococcal vaccine (prevents pneumonia) to those who meet the CDC 
criteria. The Public Health Department has conducted over 28 clinics, in cooperation with the 
City. The clinics were driven by medical and non-medical volunteers. Medical and non-medical 
volunteers are critical assets, and are the hardest to cultivate short term. So, we did something 
innovative. We went to the California Authority for Emergency Medical Services and asked 
them to expand the scope of practice for EMS personnel to include vaccinating at our clinics. We 
are the first County in the State of California to have that limited, but expanded, scope of 
practice for EMS personnel, which is why the partnerships with our cities is so critical. The fire 
department’s emergency service personnel did an awesome job in helping us vaccinate, in 3 days 
of clinics, 200,000 people, and do it with minimal wait times for those we were serving. 

For National Immunization Week we will be using this model of rapid dispensing in partnership 
with BART, in a BART station. It’s the first time it has ever been done in the Country and it is 
going to allow BART to test their emergency response mechanism in a real-time public health 
crisis. While no one ever wants to see a pandemic, and may never see it again in our lifetime, 
we’ve found ourselves at the crossroads of readiness and reality. Our message to the residents of 
this County is that we are prepared with a plan, we know it works, and we will continue to 
advocate community local-level funding that will support emergency preparedness at the 
community level. You will see a press conference related to that the week of January 25th.  
 
REPORT ON MENTHOL CIGARETTES 

Paul Cummings, Program Director, Tobacco Control, came to speak to the Commission about 
menthol Cigarettes. The statistics Paul shared were striking: 
– Cigarette smoking is most prevalent among African Americans, 19.3% vs. 16.1% for all 

other adults 
– 70+% of African Americans smoke menthol cigarettes 
– African American male smokers are 50% more likely than white male smokers to develop 

lung cancer 
– African Americans are 6.2% of CA population but 7.6% of smoking attributable deaths. 
– African Americans lose 16.3 years of life from smoking-attributable causes (12.0 years for 

all others) 
It is believed these statistics are not an indication of something cultural or genetic in African 
Americans, but an artifact of direct marketing by the tobacco companies to the inner cities, 
which were predominantly African American in the 1980’s. 

Two ACPHD projects under way which the Commission could potentially assist with include:  

1. Asking three cities to pass resolutions requesting the FDA ban the inclusion of menthol in 
cigarettes. 
Commissioner Woltring suggested we ask the Board of Supervisor to take the lead on this 
effort. The Commission will explore with Pam Willow the process for banning menthol 
in cigarettes to go along with FDA legislation timeline, to effect policy at Board of 
Supervisors level and individual city levels.  The Commission also agreed to register 
comments to the federal registry regarding this issue.     
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2. Putting a policy put forward that would ban adds and other obstructions from 90% of the 
window space in stores to eliminate most of the advertising and the “cave-like” appearance, 
making stores safer because people can see in and see out). 
The Commission had no discussion regarding this potential effort. 

 
APPLICANT SELECTION PROCESS 

The Commission reviewed and discussed documents which outlined the application process and 
captured the skills of Commissioners and applicants. Commissioners took on the responsibility 
of drafting multiple letters which will be mailed to applicants in various stages of the application 
process.  Commissioner Wheatley suggested a script be developed so the same questions are 
asked of each applicant during the interview process to ensure equitability. Also needed are job 
descriptions. Vanessa said she would check with the Public and Environmental Health 
Advisory Board (PEHAB) of Contra Costa, to see if she has job descriptions, and other 
documents we can use, so we don’t have to re-invent the wheel. 
Commissioner Wheatley expressed concern that the application process seemed to be geared 
toward professionals and would exclude laypeople who wanted to participate on the 
Commission. Commissioner Platt said that was done on purpose to attract people with expertise 
or skills they can bring to the Commission. Laypeople are welcome and the Supervisors can 
appoint whomever they like. Commissioner Wilson suggested this be brought back to the 
Steering Committee because it was brought up as a concern before and has obviously not been 
resolved. Commissioner Wheatley will take the lead on editing the application to make it 
more inclusive. 
Commissioners discussed developing orientation and training for new Commissioners. A 
welcome letter and materials currently goes out to all new Commissioners but it was felt that 
more should be done.  Commissioner Woltring suggested the orientation and training be done 
with a more personal approach in which Commissioners take turns orienting new recruits on a 1-
on-1 basis. Commissioner Wilson suggested Commissioners from each district orient the new 
Commissioners to their district. Commissioner Platt suggested the materials include The Brown 
Act and Robert’s Rules of Order. Carmen suggested, rather than passing out more paper, all of 
the standard, pertinent information be put on an interesting video which can be given to new 
Commissioners. Commissioner Shemick believes that DVD is already in existence and may be 
able to be obtained by contacting Crystal Hishida, the PIO in the County Administrator’s Office. 
Vanessa committed to contact her and request the DVD/information. Commissioner Wilson 
asked if we had access to the Unnatural Causes DVD as well. Commissioner Wheatley said 
former Public Health Department Director, Anthony Iton, said the Public Health Department 
could purchase a copy for the Commission. The Commission voted to request the Public 
Health Department purchase Unnatural Causes for the Commission. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake 

Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone 
(510) 267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org.   
Please contact Carmen with any questions regarding the 
meeting. 

  NEXT MEETING: 

  March 11, 2010 
  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
  San Leandro Library 
  300 Estudillo Avenue 
  Estudillo Conference Room 


