
ALAMEDA COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION

MEETING OF May 14, 2009

MINUTES

                Attendance Log:                                             (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent)
Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/08 03/12 05/08 07/09 09/10 11/12
1 Angela Griffiths 05/22/09 E E E
1 Marlene Peterson 06/30/09 E E A
1 Ray Grimm 02/19/10 P P E
1 VACANT
1 VACANT
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/08 P P E
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/08 A P P
2 Kashmir Shahi 11/06/09 P E A
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/08 E E E
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/09 E A A
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/09 A P P
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/09 P P E
3 T. Jong Wan Kim 09/10/08 E E A
3 VACANT
3 VACANT
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/10 E P P
4 Gloria Crowell 06/20/10 P P E
4 John Bergman 12/05/10 A E A
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/09 E P P
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/10 E E A
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/09 P P P
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/10 P A E
5 Madeline Oden 10/09/09 P P P
5 Larry Platt 10/07/09 P E P
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/09 P P P

Staff:
 Anita Siegel, Public Health, Office of the Director
 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director

Guest:
 Suzanne Barba
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes could not be reviewed and approved because we did not have a quorum.

ANNOUNCEMENTS / PUBLIC COMMENTS
Commissioner Sidney announced he is resigning from the Commission. Today will be his last 
meeting. Commission members were saddened by the news and expressed their sorrow as well 
as their well wishes.

MEASURE A UPDATE

Commissioners discussed the function of the Measure A Oversight Committee and the pros and 
cons of participating on that committee. The committee is still struggling to define its role but, 
mainly, it is a committee mandated in the measure which has the responsibility of ensuring the 
Measure A money is spent is accordance with the measure. A report is generated by the 
committee which goes to the Board of Supervisors. Commissioner Platt had been chairing the 
group but recently resigned as the Chair. He is hopeful that someone else from the Commission 
will want to serve on the committee.  As with the Commission, the Board of Supervisors must 
approve all appointments to that committee. Each Supervisor receives $200,000 each year to 
spend on whatever program(s) they desire, as long as it helps low income or uninsured people’s 
health.  Committee members must report each year what they spend the money on.  Need to have 
further discussion around how to engage with the Board of Supervisors from a Commission 
perspective on establishing a process regarding Measure A.   

H1N1 VIRUS RESPONSE 

Zerlyn Ladua, BioTerrorism Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, Alameda 
County Public Health Department (PHD), came to do a presentation on the PHD’s response to 
the H1N1 Influenza Virus. Commissioners were interested in understanding how they could be 
of help. Zerlyn suggested the biggest way is to get the word out to people to stress the 
importance of respiratory health. Commissioner Platt asked if there was a volunteer group or 
training program for people who might want to get involved. Zerlyn said there are lots of 
trainings going on, some of which are in Spanish. Oakland and Fremont seem to be the two cities 
that take the most advantage of these trainings. She would love to have every city in Alameda 
County participate in the Point of Dispensing Site (PODS) training, which would equip them to 
run PODS or mass vaccinations. Anita said, in an instance where we would have to dispense 
massive prophylaxis, the PHD does not have enough staff to handle that and the Commissioners 
would be a great help. There are “Just in Time” videos which train people to run the PODS in a 
short period of time. But, truly, information sharing is a critical area where we could use 
assistance. For example, we have Emergency Preparedness pocket guides in various languages 
that we have not had a lot of success in sharing. Getting information out to our constituents is not 
as easy as you might think, so the Commission could be a big help in that area. Commissioner 
Platt suggested Zerlyn add the Commissioners to her mailing list, or whatever format she uses to 
get the word out, so the Commissioners can participate in the PODS trainings and exercises. 
Zerlyn thought that was a great idea and she will start inviting the Commissioners.  
Commissioner Woltring suggested commissioners might be able to mobilize community and 
assist with getting more people to a PODS. Commissioners want to be viewed as being useful 
during an event and a natural group for Zerlyn to come to for assistance.
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COMMISSIONER VACANCY REVIEW

Currently there are 5 vacancies – two in District 1, two in District 3 and with Steve leaving there 
will be one in District 5. Commissioners were encouraged to spread the word to friends and 
colleagues who might be interested in applying to be a part of the commission. To simplify the 
process, Commissioners suggested the application has been converted into a Survey Monkey. 
Anita suggested she could have someone at the Public Health Department take care of doing that.  
Commissioners also asked that an email be put together with pertinent information that they can 
just forward to their friends. To get the word out to those we don’t know, Anita suggested we 
could put the info on the Public Health Commission website. Commissioners discussed coming 
up with a due date to have applications in.  In accordance with the by-laws, applications would 
be reviewed at a future Steering Committee meeting and then recommendations made to the
whole group. Also, Commissioners who have not yet filled out the application are encouraged to 
do so. The purpose is so we can weigh the skills of those applying against the skills we already 
have available to us on the Commission. It was suggested that a scoring or evaluation sheet could 
be created to help evaluate/determine the most qualified applicants and determine whether there 
are certain characteristics that should be given more weight.

With the quorum that we need, it is really important to deal with people who are not attending.  
Someone from the Commission will contact those who have been out a lot, or are up for renewal, 
and determine if they are still interested in being on the Commission. We only have 6 meetings 
per year so attendance is vital.

JULY AGENDA / LOCAL POLICY AGENDA

One of the things that came up at the last Steering Committee was around getting involved in 
some of the local policy work that the Public Health Department is getting more and more 
involved in.  There is an orientation to be part of the Public Health Department policy workgroup 
called Place-Based Workgroup. At the July 9th meeting, Sandra Witt, Deputy Director of 
Planning, Policy and Health Equity for Alameda County, is going to lead the Commission 
through an orientation of what that is and what they are doing so the Commission can decide if 
they want to be involved and, if so, where/how.

MEETING EVALUATION

 The presentation was a plus

 More prep for the presenters - Planning about why we want them here and what we want 
the discussion to be. Then they are prepped a little bit so they are prepared to discuss our 
objective(s) when they get here.

 We spent the right amount of time on each item, even though the times didn’t quite match 
up with what was on the agenda.

 We are not coming to closure on things.  We didn’t really finish the Measure A thing, 
again.

 Need to determine how to improve attendance.  We didn’t have a quorum so we couldn’t 
make any decisions.

Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake
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Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone (510) 
267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org.  

Please contact Carmen with any questions regarding the 
meeting.

  NEXT MEETING:

  July 9, 2009
  6:00pm to 8:00pm
Public Health Department

  1000 Broadway, 5th Floor
  Conference Room 5000A 


