
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF May 8, 2008 

 
MINUTES 

 
                Attendance Log:                                                (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/10 02/07 03/13 04/10 05/08 06/12
1 Angela Griffiths 05/22/09 E P A A E  
1 Marlene Peterson  06/30/07 P P A A P  
1 Ray Grimm 02/19/10   P P A  
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/08 P E E P P  
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/08 E E P A E  
2 Kashmir Shahi 11/06/09 A P P P P  
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/08 P P P P P  
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/09 P P P E P  
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/07 P A P A A  
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/07 P E E P P  
3 T. Jong Wan Kim 09/10/08 E P E P P  
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/08 P P P E P  
4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/08 E E P E P  
4 John Bergman 12/05/08 E P P A P  
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/09 P P P P E  
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/08 P P P P A  
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/09 P P P P P  
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/08 P A A A P  
5 Korey Capozza 10/09/09 E E P P P  
5 Larry Platt 10/07/09 P E P P P  
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/09 P P P E P  

 
 
Staff:  

 Anita Siegel, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director 

 
 Guest: 

 Maddy Oden, Maternal Child Health 
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CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order at 6:12pm. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

− The Measure A Oversight Committee will release a report on June 30, 2008.  
Commissioner Platt encouraged other Commissioners to consider getting involved on that 
Committee.  This committee meets once per month and has oversight over $100 million 
dollars in Measure A money. 

− Commissioner Peterson shared her concern regarding a public health hazard in the parks.  
She has been visiting quite a few parks lately for softball and baseball games and  noticed 
that often the kids are forced to go to the restroom in outhouses, which have no place for 
them to wash their hands.  Frequently these kids are seen leaving the outhouses and going 
straight from the bathroom to the snack bar.  Commissioner Peterson asked who would 
be the appropriate entity to contact for this public health issue.  Commissioner Crowell 
suggested she contact Oakland Parks and Recreation.  Anita suggested she also contact 
the Alameda County Environmental Health Department.  

− Commissioner Sidney attended one day of a two-day national Kaiser Permanente 
Community Benefit conference.  Dr. Iton also spoke at the conference.  Community 
Benefit focuses on a wide range of community interests.  The conference was interesting 
and there was a lot of interest around health disparities. 

− Commissioner Sidney is doing a fund raiser on the day before Memorial Day.  He is 
doing fifty-nine laps around the Piedmont Track.  There will be people donating money 
for each lap around the track.  The fund raiser is for the little boy who was shot in 
Piedmont while taking a piano lesson. 

− Commissioner Wheatley announced that, by the time we meet again, she will be a private 
consultant.  She also urged the group to remember to vote for her in the upcoming 
election.  Bonnie is running for the Democratic Party Central Committee; County of 
Alameda; Assembly District 16. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

− Maternal Child Health Sub-Committee 

The Maternal Child Health Sub-Committee pamphlet has been formatted by 
Commissioner Shahi.  It was passed around for the Commissioners to review.  Work is 
now in progress to develop a logo for the brochure.  If you have ideas for the logo, please 
notify Maddy Oden or Ana Traylor. 

− Alameda County Budget 

Richard Raya gave a presentation regarding the Alameda County budget.  Mr. Raya 
explained how the budget process works in the County.  Each year the County gets the 
same budget as the previous year, with the exception of an increase for COLAs (Cost Of 
Living Adjustments).  Last year, the Public Health Department had a budget of $112 
million dollars with 600 employees.  This year we were requesting to increase our budget 
by $5 million dollars, for a budget of $117 million.  Most of that increase was to cover 
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the COLAs, worker’s compensation, etc. and about $1 million dollars to cover 
anticipated State budget cuts.  Rather than receive the $5 million dollars we requested, 
the Board of Supervisors asked us to pay the $5 million out of our savings (money not 
spent from last year’s budget).  We can cover some of that $5 million with savings but we 
will also need to cut about $200,000 from our budget.  For continuity of services, it is 
important that we don’t spend all of our money each year.  We usually need to use 
whatever we save to support the next year’s budget.  If we spent our total budget for the 
year, we would not have enough money to operate all of our programs the following year 
because we operate in a structural deficit where our budgeted expenses exceed the 
amount of revenue we bring in each year.  Opting not to fill vacant positions is one of the 
ways we save money each year.  The Public Health Department has been in a hiring 
freeze since September of last year.  Under accruals also help to generate savings. 

Most of the budget is paid for through federal and state grants, but the County does pay 
for a portion of the budget (just shy of $28 million) from local taxes, fees, etc.  A large 
portion of the requested funds for next fiscal year will be needed to cover the current 
State cuts.  The brunt of those State cuts will be felt in the California Children Services 
(CCS) program.  Not only will the program lose money, but we are forced to leave the 
federal matching funds on the table.  This is forcing local government to come up with 
the money for CCS programs, if they don’t want to lose those matching funds.  The 
Commissioners were concerned that not enough advocacy has been done to deter this 
from happening.  Commissioners Bergman and Crowell agreed the public should be 
made aware of how these cuts affect the community so they can make their voice heard.  
Richard Raya agreed, adding, “the Governor is basically taking the easy way out by 
making 10% cuts across the board.  Doing so helps him avoid actually having to manage 
the budget, but it’s dangerous because we are risking the loss of federal funds.”  The 
Commission discussed writing a letter to our legislators advocating against the cuts.  
They also discussed sending Op Ed pieces to the Governor and our Senators and 
Assembly people; also as an open letter to the newspaper in an effort to inform the 
public.  We will ask Ellen Strunin to write the letter and Sherri Willis to help with the 
OpEd piece.  Once the letter is written, Commissioner Sidney will sign it on behalf of the 
Commission.  A vote was taken on the letter and OpEd piece and the Commission 
agreed unanimously to move forward with those as quickly as possible.  The goal is 
to focus on one issue so the article won’t be too overwhelming and increase the 
possibility of a response by the general public.  The Public Health Department is also 
working with the County Administrator’s Office and others to advocate against these 
cuts. 

Commissioner Woltring asked what the effects of the housing market have been on the 
budget.  Richard Raya said the effects of the property taxes and vehicle license fees have 
not yet been realized in County budget.   

− Redesign, Reorganization and Strategic Planning 

Gail Steele was pleased to have us come speak to her about the by-laws.  The meeting 
was positive.  Commissioners Shahi, Panlilio, Wilson and Londono were in attendance at 
the meeting.  We have met with all of the Supervisors at this point regarding the by-laws.  
The next step was to contact Theresa Rudy, our Board Liaison.  Ms. Rudy recommended 
we prepare a Board letter, which we will begin doing right away. The Board letter will 
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request approval of the by-laws.  It may not be necessary to do a presentation because I 
think we’ve answered all of the questions they have.  It looks like the matter may be on 
the agenda for the May 20th Board meeting at 10am, though that is not yet confirmed.  
Anita will confirm that date and time and notify the commissioners.  

− Subsequent Meetings 

For the June meeting, the Commissioners discussed not having a large meeting.  Instead, 
there would be five separate meetings – one for each district – and there would be a staff 
person assigned to each district.  The purpose would be for the commissioners to conduct 
site visits in their respective districts and learn more from their Public Health 
representatives about the district.  Anita would like to have health team nurses involved, 
and to invite the Supervisors, or someone from their staff, to participate in these 
meetings/visits. The Union City Council has already agreed to ride with Supervisor 
Steele and folks from that district.  Anita suggested that Kimi Watkins-Tartt might be a 
good person to partner with District 4 and someone from CAPE would probably be good 
for District 3.  Commissioner Marshall agreed to be a driver for the site visits in and 
around his district.  Commissioner Crowell suggested there be some pre-planning done 
ahead of time to determine where we would go, who we would visit and to make sure the 
necessary arrangements are made. The Commissioners agreed.  Each district meeting 
date, place and agenda will be scheduled in the near future.  It was recommended that the 
meetings take place in the respective district for convenience.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

April minutes were approved with no amendments.  

 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake 

Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone (510) 
267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org. 
Please feel free to contact Carmen with any questions 
regarding the meeting. 

  NEXT MEETING: 

  July 10, 2008 
  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
  San Leandro Library 
  300 Estudillo Avenue 
  Trustee Conference Room  


