
 

ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF September 10, 2009 

 
MINUTES 

 
                Attendance Log:                                                (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/08 03/12 05/08 07/09 09/10 11/12
1 Angela Griffiths 05/22/09 E E E E E  
1 Marlene Peterson  06/30/09 E E A A A  
1 Ray Grimm 02/19/10 P P E P P  
1 VACANT        
1 VACANT        
2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/10 P P E E P  
2 Brenda Parish 11/06/09 P E A P P  
2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/10 A P P P A  
2 Noel Panlilio 12/19/10 E E E P P  
2 Rajesh Verma 11/06/09 E A A E A  
3 Dom Dicolen 06/30/09 A P P A P  
3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/09 P P E P P  
3 T. Jong Wan Kim 09/10/08 E E A E A  
3 VACANT        
3 VACANT        
4 Carol Woltring 12/05/10 E P P P P  
4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/10 P P E P E  
4 John Bergman 12/05/10 A E A A A  
4 Kenya Nu’man 04/10/11 E P P P P  
4 Kwaylon Marshall 08/01/10 E E A P E  
5 Ana Traylor 10/07/09 P P P P P  
5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/10 P A E P E  
5 Madeline Oden 10/09/09 P P P E P  
5 Larry Platt 10/07/09 P E P P P  
5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/11 P P P P P  

 
 
Staff:  

 Carmen Drake, Public Health, Office of the Director 
 Sandra Witt, Public Health, Office of the Director 

 
Guest:  

 Suzanne Barba 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes from the July meeting were unanimously approved with no changes. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

− Allen Temple is going to open the Joanna G. Smith Wellness Center which will encompass 
mental health services, as well as overall health services. The mental health component is 
being structured now and will happen in 2010. They are also looking at opening a separate 
facility, open to the public, with sliding scale fees, somewhere in East Oakland on 
International Boulevard near the church. Commissioner Wilson would like the Commission 
to consider a letter of support some time in the future.  

− The black students at Chabot College are having a health fair during the month of February, 
as part of Black History Month. Commissioner Wilson would like the support of the Public 
Health Department by way of providing services for the event. Sandra will communicate that 
and check with Dr. Davis about the plan for flu vaccine at community colleges. 

− UC Berkeley School of Public Health has a grant from the California Wellness Foundation 
and they are asking for individuals and organizations to nominate a California Senior 
community leader, 60 years or older, that has volunteered in their community. Commissioner 
Woltring has the information if anyone is interested in nominating someone. 

− The City of Fremont is partnering with Veteran Affairs to set up a health and resource fair for 
veterans on November 5th from 9am to 1pm. It is open to veterans of all ages and their 
families. Washington Hospital will be giving flu shots. There will be a variety of medical 
facilities, as well as social services and social security present. The event is free. 

− The Public Health Department sent an invitation to Commissioners to participate in a forum 
with Dr. Camara Jones on September 25, 2009 from 9am to 11am. Dr. Jones will be doing a 
presentation on Social Determinants of Health Equity and the role of structural racism in that 
process. Carmen will send the Commissioners the link to register. The presentation will be 
videotaped, so those who are unable to attend will have an opportunity to see it. 

− Dr. Anthony Iton will be leaving the Public Health Department to accept a position with The 
California Endowment where he will be heading the Building Healthy Communities 
initiative. It is an amazing opportunity to pull together our place work and link it to policy 
work. His last day will be September 30th.  They are going to have a farewell event for him 
on Thursday, September 24th from 2pm to 4pm at the Public Health Department. Anita Siegel 
will serve as Interim Director of the Public Health Department. Dr. Muntu Davis, Deputy 
Health Officer, will take over the roll of Health Officer. Anita’s position will remain interim 
until the new Health Care Services Agency (HCSA) Director is appointed. The Board of 
Supervisors is conducting a national search for the new HCSA Director. Alex Briscoe is 
currently the interim HCSA Director. The Commissioners agreed to send Tony a letter of 
appreciation and thanks before he leaves Alameda County. Commissioners Woltring and 
Traylor will work on the letter and get it out. 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

There are typically a lot of suggestions in the minutes about what can be done but 
Commissioners don’t typically agree whether it will be done, say who will do it, or when it 
would be done. Commissioner Woltring suggested that, going forward, as they close out a 
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section of their agenda, they summarize the action items so Carmen came capture that in the 
minutes. Commissioner Sidney suggested the Action Items could be sent out separate from the 
entire body of minutes, and fairly quickly, so Commissioners will have the list to work from. 
Commissioner Traylor proposed that we have someone at each meeting use a matrix to document 
the suggested action, by whom it was suggested, who volunteered or was assigned to complete 
the action and by when. Then, at the end of the meeting that person summarizes the actions and 
the group prioritizes them. Commissioners liked the idea and agreed to share the responsibility. 
Carmen will create a Public Health Commission database on Yahoo or Google that all 
Commissioners can access which will house all agendas, minutes and other relevant Commission 
documents. 

Anita is not here but she was going to give us an update on the disaster preparedness work. Anita 
wanted us to see the website where you can go to sign up to be a disaster worker volunteers. She 
wanted to encourage as many Commissioners to sign up to do disaster volunteering. Carmen 
emailed the link to this website to all Commissioners. Commissioners asked Zerlyn Ladua to add 
them to the list of folks to be contacted when drills and other events take place. Anita is 
following up with Zerlyn to ensure that is done. Sandra will talk to the new Health Officer about 
ensuring that Commissioners are included when H1N1 updates and sent out. 
 
STEERING COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

A survey was sent to all Commissioners for feedback on the best date(s) and time(s) to hold 
Steering Committee meetings. We had 11 Commissioners respond. 63% of those who responded 
were interested in being regular Steering Committee members, 27% were interested in being at 
meetings occasionally (when they could), 1% said they were not interested in participating in the 
Steering Committee at all.  The majority of respondents wanted to meet every other month from 
Noon – 1:30pm, with the option to meet via teleconference. So, we will meet every 2nd week of 
the month, most likely on Thursday (depending on Public Health Department availability). There 
was quite a bit of interest in the policy work, with Education and having a stakeholder or 
community engagement committee as the most popular ways people wanted to get involved. 
 
COMMISSIONER VACANCY REVIEW 

We have received several new membership applications. At the October 8th Steering Committee 
meeting, we will go over those applications and make a recommendation to the Commission. 
Commissioner Sidney expressed concern that the Board of Supervisors is aware that we are 
going forward with this process. Commissioners agreed it is necessary to send another 
communication to the Supervisors about what the Commission is doing. Commissioner Traylor 
said she would work on that communication and that Anita agreed to assist with it. 
 
MEASURE A COMMITTEE  

At the previous Commission meeting we asked anyone interested in replacing Commissioner 
Platt on the Measure A Committee to say so. Commissioners Wheatley and Crowell expressed 
interest. The Commission voted and Commissioner Crowell was selected. The selection must 
now go to the Board of Supervisors for approval. Commissioner Platt agreed to go to the October 
meeting with Commissioner Crowell to introduce her and orient her to the committee, if she is 
interested. If not, she could start in November. Commissioner Traylor will notify Commissioners 
Wheatley and Crowell of the decision and Commissioner Platt will generate a letter for Ana’s 
signature, making the recommendation to the Board of Supervisors. 
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PLACE MATTERS/POLICY WORK 

Dr. Sandra Witt was back to talk about the Place Matters and policy work discussed at the last 
meeting. She said what was really helpful for her from the last meeting was realizing that we 
have to figure out a mechanism to plug in the Public Health Commissioners if they are interested 
in participating in some of the actions of the Public Health Department (PHD), perhaps in a way 
that is a bit more stream-lined. She brought the calendar for the 5 local policy workgroups that 
are occurring right now at the PHD, so Commissioners would know when those meetings are 
taking place. There are about 8 Commissioners that have signed up to participate in the 
workgroups – Education: Carol, Bonnie, Nancy; Economic Development: Larry; Housing: 
Bonnie; Criminal Justice: Steve, Kenya; Land Use and Transportation: Lani; Economic 
Development: <no one>; Community Engagement Sub-Committee: Gloria, Kenya, Maddie. 
Sandra would like to do, as a first step, an orientation, so the Commissioners get a sense of what 
has been covered in the workgroups thus far, what the structure is, how decision making 
happens, what content information has been shared with the group and what they have been 
discussing, as well as understanding the underlying values that inform the work they’ve been 
doing. The date of the orientation is Monday, September 21st from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. 
Commissioner Traylor noted that the stakeholder engagement piece was not included in the 
policy groups. Sandra said that group is not in existence yet. She is aware of which 
Commissioners are interested and she will contact them once the group is formed. The PHD will 
use a consultant to help develop the community engagement plan. The interested Commissioners 
will be part of the planning group, along with Public Health staff and community partners. 
Commissioner Woltring thanked Sandra for including them in this work because the 
Commissioners have been looking for a way to connect with some critical work within the PHD. 
She thinks this will be really good for the Commission, as well as the PHD.  
 
The Public Health Department is looking into doing more work around Senior health. 
Commissioner Grimm knows one of the Public Health Nurses who is beginning this work. He 
asked if there would be a conflict with the Commission if he began to do that work. The 
Commissioners said there was no conflict. Sandra said there are other efforts that the Supervisors 
are involved in that would be good ways for Commissioners to act as the link between the PHD 
and the Supervisors. The Livermore Healthy City planning process, Eden Livability Initiative, 
Health is Not Just Healthcare and the Cherryland/Ashland efforts are all examples.  
 
EVALUATION OF MEETING 

+ Meeting was on time   + Great leadership  
+ Real-time action item note taking  + Excellent turnaround time on policy action item 
+ Good discussion about a lot of items, meeting moved along, decisions made 
+ Separate functions of Commission and Steering Committee so we don’t get off track. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake 

Public Health Commission members, please RSVP for the 
next meeting by contacting Carmen Drake via telephone 
(510) 267-8009 or e-mail carmen.drake@acgov.org.   
Please contact Carmen with any questions regarding the 
meeting. 

  NEXT MEETING: 

  November 12, 2009 
  6:00pm to 8:00pm 
  San Leandro Library 
  300 Estudillo Avenue 
  Estudillo Conference Room 


