
ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF July 12, 2012 

 
MINUTES 

 
    Attendance Log:                                    (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/12 03/08 05/10 07/12 9/13 11/08 

1 Aisha Wahab 12/20/13  P P A   

1 Diana Marroquin 01/12/12 P P P A   

1 Ray Grimm 02/19/12 P P P P   

1 Ritam Priya 10/18/13  P A A   

2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/12 P P P P   

2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/12 A A E A   

2 Stella Torrez 10/04/13 P E E E   

2 VACANT        

3 Michael Kent 02/09/12 P P P E   

3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/13 P E E E   

3 VACANT        

3 VACANT        

4 Angela Smith-Romero 07/12/13 E E P E   

4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/12 P P P A   

4 Gwendolyn McClain 11/22/13 E P E P   

4 Julie Williamson 07/12/13 P P P P   

4 Michael Campbell 09/14/12 P E P P   

5 Ana Jackson 11/01/13 E P P E   

5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/12 E A P E   

5 Madeline Oden 10/09/13 P E P E   

5 Larry Platt 11/01/13 P P P P   

5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/13 P P E P   

At-Lrg James Walker 06/28/13 A P A A   

At-Lrg Melanie Tervalon 06/28/13 P E P E   

At-Lrg Wale Adeniji 06/28/13 P P P A   
 

 

Staff:  
 Anita Siegel, Public Health Department, Director 
 Carmen Drake, Public Health Department, Staff 
 Mia Luluquisen, Public Health Department, Staff 
 Tamiko Johnson, Public Health Department, Staff 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes for the May meeting could not be approved because we did not have a quorum.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- The government of Thailand produced a video showing kids approaching smoking adults and pretending to 
also smoke. The adults counsel the kids against smoking, then the kids hand the adults a smoking cessation 
pamphlet. The success has been astounding. Commissioner Campbell will send the video to the commission. 

- In South County there are two health fairs being held for older adults. One is August 8th at Chabot, put on by 
the Area Agency on Aging. The second is put on by the City of Fremont and Tri-City Elder Coalition on August 
29th at Fremont Multi-Service Senior Center. 

- There is a documentary opening about Highland Hospital in Oakland. The film is entitled, “The Waiting Room.”  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Public Health Department is embarking on a process to achieve accreditation through the Public Health 
Accreditation Board. Part of the accreditation process is a needs assessment no more than 5 years old. Public 
Health completed a needs assessment 2009. So, we’ll need to achieve accreditation by 2013 to avoid the need for a 
new assessment. The other elements of the process include program evaluations (we’ll use the Results-Based 
Accountability process for this) and quality improvement (either a unified system or guiding principles across 
programs). Accreditation is currently voluntary, but does give those who are accredited the edge over those who 
aren’t (e.g. CDC funding). 

Each month Anita Siegel, Director of the Public Health Department, sends out a newsletter to the entire 
department. The newsletter contains articles and announcements on various health-related topics. Anita has 
committed to sharing that newsletter with the commission each month. 

Dr. Robert Benjamin, TB Controller, with the Public Health Department for 20 years, is retiring. A new doctor will be 
brought in to handle TB, as well as Acute Communicable Disease. In the future, a second doctor will be brought on 
to provide medical oversight to our HIV/AIDS program. 

This year the American Public Health Association is going to be holding their conference in San Francisco. The Public 
Health Department will have a booth. Anita asked if any commissioners would be interested in staffing the booth? 
Commissioners Wilson, Platt, Williamson, and Campbell volunteered. Anita will get back to the commissioners with 
the schedule, once it is available. 

Anita has announced her retirement. Her last day of work will be Friday, December 7, 2012.  

Emergency Medical Services is looking for a new director. The previous director, Dale Fanning, retired in February. 
The deputy is currently acting as the director. The position is currently posted. 

YOUTH ON THE COMMISSION 

The commission needs to discuss and agree on what our criteria would be, how we would go about choosing the 
youth, staffing the committee (if separate), etc. Other organizations (HOPE Collaborative, Commission on the 
Status of Women) already have youth on their commissions. Anita will interview folks in the Public Health 
Department who have used youth in their advisory councils and find out what they do to prepare the youth, and 
how the adults are prepared to work with the youth. The American Public Health Association has a new national 
youth council. There is a young lady (Korin Merle) in the Public Health Department who is part of this new council. 
Anita will also speak with her. Anita will bring this information to the October steering committee meeting. 

PRIORITY SETTING SESSION 

A priority setting session has been scheduled for the September meeting. The goal of this session is to come up 
with an action plan for the commission. What are our top priorities? How does the work of the subcommittees fit 
in with the grand scheme of what the commission is here to address? Are we really serving the needs of Alameda 
County? Maybe a one-year plan for each subcommittee (something measurable)? One suggestion is to tie the 
requirements for the Public Health Department accreditation with the work of the Public Health Commission. 

http://www.whatruwaitingfor.com/
http://www.phaboard.org/
http://www.phaboard.org/
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Other suggestions included violence prevention and policy work. Commissioners agreed to complete a survey 
before the September meeting, then come together for discussion and to build consensus. Commissioner Grimm 
will send Mia and Tamiko the notes from the previously facilitated meeting. 

ANNUAL REPORT TO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

The content for the report needs to be pulled together. Content suggestions include the work of the 
subcommittees, how things are going with our new, revised bylaws. Commissioners Campbell and McClain 
volunteered to work with Anita to pull the report together. They will start with an initial conference call.  Anita will 
find out when the Board of Supervisors would be willing to hear from the commission. A draft report will be 
available for the steering committee meeting in August.  

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Hypertension – Commissioner Sidney met with Supervisor Keith Carson last week and is working to get support 
from Kaiser Permanente Community Benefit. He will email all commissioners to find out who is interested in 
participating on this committee. 

Place Matters – Alex Desautels is prepared to come to a future meeting and present an update on the Place 
Matters work currently in progress. This expectation is that this presentation will not only enlighten the 
commission but help inform the work of the Place Matters subcommittee. 

Maternal Child Health – Need to meet w/Tiburcio Vasquez before we can move forward. 

Tobacco – Issue having to do with free trade agreements developed. The tobacco industry doesn’t want anything in 
the agreements that would… what they want to be able to do is to sue a government that has passed a law that 
interferes with their ability to free trade tobacco. They want to make exceptions. 

Oral Health – Community Health Centers can bill Medicaid at cost, rather than the rates they usually pay, which are 
ridiculously low. So, they have trouble getting providers who are willing to work for those rates. Commissioner 
Platt will talk with Jared Fine, and possibly also Pam Willow, at the Public Health Department about a bill which 
affects the ability of dentists who see Medicaid patients to bill through an FQHC, as opposed to billing directly and 
being paid almost nothing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake   

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com.  

Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for 
information on how to become a member, by-laws, meeting schedule, and more. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Steering Committee 
August 9, 2012 

General Meeting 
September 13, 2012 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 

San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
 

mailto:phcommission@gmail.com
http://acphc.wordpress.com/

