
ALAMEDA COUNTY 
PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 

 
MEETING OF September 13, 2012 

 
MINUTES 

 
    Attendance Log:                                    (P = Present, E = Excused, A=Absent) 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/12 03/08 05/10 07/12 9/13 11/08 

1 Aisha Wahab 12/20/13  P P A P  

1 Diana Marroquin 01/12/12 P P P A P  

1 Ray Grimm 02/19/12 P P P P E  

1 Ritam Priya 10/18/13  P A A E  

2 B. Lokelani Wilson 10/12/12 P P P P P  

2 Carlos Londoño 12/05/12 A A E A A  

2 Stella Torrez 10/04/13 P E E E A  

2 VACANT        

3 Michael Kent 02/09/12 P P P E P  

3 Nancy Shemick 06/30/13 P E E E E  

3 VACANT        

3 VACANT        

4 Angela Smith-Romero 07/12/13 E E P E P  

4 Gloria Crowell  06/20/12 P P P A P  

4 Gwendolyn McClain 11/22/13 E P E P E  

4 Julie Williamson 07/12/13 P P P P P  

4 Michael Campbell 09/14/12 P E P P P  

5 Ana Jackson 11/01/13 E P P E P  

5 Bonnie Wheatley 06/30/12 E A P E A  

5 Madeline Oden 10/09/13 P E P E P  

5 Larry Platt 11/01/13 P P P P P  

5 Stephen Sidney 06/30/13 P P E P P  

At-Lrg James Walker 06/28/13 A P A A A  

At-Lrg Melanie Tervalon 06/28/13 P E P E P  

At-Lrg Wale Adeniji 06/28/13 P P P A P  
 

 

Staff:  
 Anita Siegel, Public Health Department, Director 
 Carmen Drake, Public Health Department, Staff 
 Alexandra Desautels, Public Health Department, Place Matters 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Minutes for the May and July meetings were approved with no changes.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Bonnie Wheatley has announced that, due to health issues, she is unable to continue as Chair of the 
commission. Michael Campbell has agreed to act as Chair in the interim. Commissioners will send her a card. 

- Fayola Autry, 1st year MSW student at UC Berkeley, School of Social Work, attended tonight’s meeting per the 
advice of her instructor. Fayola has a background in Public Health. She earned a Master’s in Public Health at UC 
Berkeley in Maternal and Child Health. 

PLACE MATTERS PRESENTATION 

Alexandra Desautels manages the local policy work at the Alameda County Public Health Department. She gave an 
update on Place Matters work currently in progress to help inform the work of the newly-formed Place Matters 
subcommittee. The mission of the Place Matters work is to promote health equity through community-centered 
local policy focused on criminal justice, economics, education, housing, land use and transportation. Work they are 
doing to advance the local policy agenda they’ve identified includes: 

 Increase staff capacity to work on health equity-related policy issues by convening workgroups composed of 
staff and partners who meet once per month to advance the policies we’ve identified, including realignment 
(criminal justice); savvy consumer toolkit, responsible banking ordinance, expand access to non-predatory 
financial services (economics); cross-sector collaboration on attendance and truancy (education); health 
impact assessment (land use & transportation); improvement of property code enforcement (housing). 

 Create, strengthen and sustain relationships with new partners outside of the Public Health Department 
through a series of community connector events and lunch-time learning sessions on a monthly basis. 

 Improve responsiveness to community-identified issues (e.g. Oakland Army Base Redevelopment) by 
developing a series of protocols that allow us to respond to local policy issues. One of the tools we use in the 
protocols is a series of criteria we designed using an organization called the Applied Research Center. They 
have something called a racial-equity toolkit, which Place Matters has adopted for health equity. Alexandra 
will share that tool with the Commission.  

We try as frequently as possible to keep the website updated. So, you can always go there for updates about what is 
going on. In the 2nd week of November, commissioners will be invited to help us celebrate 2 years of policy work.  

SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES 

Hypertension – Commissioner Sidney is on the Public Health Department’s chronic disease strategic planning 
steering committee. Hypertension wasn’t on the agenda, separate from other health issues. So, he is working to 
change that and hopes the subcommittee can help champion that effort. 

Maternal Child Health – Kiko Malin, Director of Family Health Services for the Public Health Department, 
volunteered Anita to set up a phone meeting between staff at Tiburcio Vasquez Health Center and Commissioner 
Tervalon to discuss a pilot project they are proposing at the clinics and get buy in. The deadline for having the 
project in the clinics, and starting training, is January. Commissioner Romero suggested we also conduct training 
for the commission itself so they are aware of what is being done. 

Oral Health – Would like to have a discussion regarding a sweetened beverage proposal which came out of the 
subcommittee. Commissioner Platt will propose the discussion for the November meeting. Commissioner Campbell 
worked with the Public Health Department, on behalf of the subcommittee, to review grant proposals for bringing 
dental services to two Oakland schools. An $80,000 grant was subsequently awarded to La Clinica health center. 

Place Matters – The mission statement has been created. Still need to pick a topic to work on. Alexandra Desautels 
(see Place Matters Presentation above) suggested the subcommittee consider the Health Impact Assessment work 
being done in the Land Use and Transportation workgroup. Anita will set up a separate meeting for Alexandra and 
the subcommittee to discuss that topic further. 

http://www.acphd.org/social-and-health-equity/policy-change/place-matters.aspx


PHC Minutes September 2012  Page 3 of 3 

Tobacco – There are Trans-Pacific Partnership Free Trade Agreement negotiations going on that involve big 
pharmaceutical companies, and oil companies; but also tobacco companies that are trying to get provisions in the 
free trade agreement that would basically negate any local ordinances related to tobacco. And, for that matter, 
anything related to medications, including the intellectual property (not going beyond the 20 years). Negotiations 
are being conducted in secret and there is petition to try to get some of the information out so the provisions are 
more widely available. Commissioner Platt will send the information out to the full commission.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The job posting for Anita’s position has been officially posted. Anita asked if any commissioner would be interested 
in sitting on the interview panel? Commissioners Romero and Crowell volunteered. 

At the last commission meeting we got several volunteers to work at the APHA booth. But, we can actually only take 
two (if you are not signed up to attend). Those two will be Commissioners Wilson and Crowell. We are also happy to 
have Commissioners Williamson and Platt, who is already signed up to attend.  

ANNUAL REPORT TO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Commissioners Campbell and McClain met with Anita via conference call to design the template for developing the 
report/presentation. Anita then identified a staff person (Deja Kono) in the Public Health Department to help pull 
together the content. Content will include the change in bylaws, at-large recruitment, commission priorities, the bus 
tour, and subcommittee updates. Deja needs an update or bullets points from each subcommittee for inclusion in 
the report. Commissioner Campbell volunteered to work with Deja to pull everything together. A draft will be sent 
to the entire commission for review. 

PRIORITY SETTING SESSION 

The priority setting session has been rescheduled. There is some pre-planning that will be needed before the actual 
session. Mia and Tamiko will put together a draft survey and send to Commissioners Tervalon, Williamson, and 
Shemick for review in advance of attending a future meeting. 

YOUTH ON THE COMMISSION 

Evette Brandon is working looking at various aspects of this endeavor – What does it mean? What are the 
implications? Do we pay them? And more. She is not yet ready to report to the commission on what she has come 
up with. In the meantime, Commissioner Wilson would like Evette to give her a call to discuss her progress. 

TERM EXPIRATIONS 

There are quite a few commissioners whose terms have expired. Carmen does routinely notify the Board of 
Supervisors of expired terms. However, commissioners are asked to also contact their Supervisor regarding re-
appointment. The Nominating committee will submit in writing the nominations for vacant seats. Nominating 
Committee members are Commissioners Williamson, Tervalon, and Sidney. 

NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS 

It is time to elect a new chair and vice chair. Commissioner Campbell expressed 
interest in being Chair; Commissioner Romero expressed interest in the vice chair 
seat. Any additional nominations should be sent to Commissioner Williamson. The 
Nominating Committee will bring all nominations to the November meeting and the 
commission will vote.  

Respectfully submitted by: Carmen Drake   

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com. Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at 
http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for information on how to become a member, by-
laws, meeting schedule, and more. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Steering Committee 
October 11, 2012 

General Meeting 
November 8, 2012 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 

San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
 

mailto:phcommission@gmail.com
http://acphc.wordpress.com/

