
ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 
 

 

MEETING OF May 14, 2015 
MINUTES 

 
 
 

 
The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; 
initiate and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations 
regarding opportunities for building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and 
advocate for adequate resources and increased County action to improve community health. 
 
Attendance Record (P = Present, A=Absent): 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/08/15 03/12/15 05/14/15 07/09/15 09/10/15 11/12/15 

1 Diana Marroquin 01/14/16 A A A    

1 Joseph T. Smith 11/26/15 P A P    

1 Nicolas Stevens 12/20/15   A    

2 Ken Russell Coelho 12/04/16 P A A    

2 Yasmin Esparza 10/05/15 P P P    

3 Jim Meyers 11/05/15 A P A    

4 Michael Campbell 09/14/16 P P P    

4 Angela Smith-Romero 07/12/15 P P A    

4 Gwendolyn McClain 11/22/15 A P P    

4 Julie Williamson 07/13/15 A P P    

4 Gloria Crowell 06/30/16 P P P    

5 Ana Jackson 01/07/16 P P P    

5 Larry Platt 01/07/16 P P P    

5 Norma Ward 12/17/15 A A P    

5 Anne Pearson 10/09/15 A P A    

At-Lrg Wale Adeniji 06/28/15 P P P    

At-Lrg Justin Rausa 11/26/15 P P A    

At-Lrg Andrea DuBrow 11/26/15 A A     

At-Lrg Kelvin Chan 11/26/15 A A     

Staff:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Dr. Muntu Davis, Director and Health Officer, Alameda County Public Health 

Guests:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  Brandi Howard, Staff, Maternal Child Health Subcommittee        
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES   
Minutes for the March 2015 meeting were unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
The Alameda County Public Health Department was asked to be part of the Government Alliance for Race and Equity 
(GARE), which is a cohort of 15 government entities across the nation working on race and equity in their jurisdictions. 
The request to participate was approved by the Board of Supervisors and work has begun to determine how to walk into 
this more explicitly. The intention is for this work to be County-wide, and not just in the Public Health Department. Being 
part of GARE allows us to have some technical assistance as we move forward. We’re talking about having a session on 
implicit bias, how to recognize it, and how it plays a role in some of the outcomes that we see in services, health 
outcomes, etc.  
Community Health Improvement Plan – We went through and talked about strategies related to the indicators chosen 
for each priority. We will do some research into whether or not those strategies have some legs (other places they have 
been effective, or not). We may also identify additional strategies, if we are aware of other things that are working. The 
next step is to rate/prioritize the strategies. We will not meet for a couple of months, while this work is taking place. 
Once we have a prioritized list of strategies for each priority area, we will go back to the community and get their 
feedback on what we are proposing. Commissioner Crowell asked that the Public Health Department staff be in contact 
with the Commissioners district-by-district to ensure they can assist with outreach. A lot of the strategies being 
proposed are at the city level. County does not have influence over it. So, we are going to have to approach each city 
with their own data, and the list of strategies to see if we can get buy-in.  
Dr. Davis was invited, along with some of our agency partners, to sit on the City of Oakland’s committee to determine 
the plan for Oakland in terms of improving safety. When they looked at other jurisdictions and what worked well, it 
really took for the city mayor, the public health director, and the police to band together in order to improve. 
We are nearing the end of our fiscal year. We are okay, in terms of our operating budget. We don’t have to do any cuts 
or anything, so that’s good. 
The Office of Health Equity at the State public health department has an opening. They are currently accepting 
applications for members to sit on their advisory committee. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS REPORT  
The Commission needs to do their annual report to the Board. We have not done one in a while. At the last Steering 
Committee meeting, the suggestion was made to compile the updates given by each subcommittee at the orientation 
for use in the report. Commissioner Adeniji sent an email to commissioners asking for an update on happening in each 
subcommittee, both for the orientation and for the Supervisor’s report. Commissioner Crowell suggested we also 
include activities the individual commissioners have been involved in. Once ready, we will need to request time on the 
Supervisor’s agenda. Commissioner Jackson suggested we decide whether it would be appropriate to bring up any other 
matters we would like the Board to hear from us on, while we have their ear. Commissioner Campbell suggested we 
might also add health issues prevalent in each district. Commissioner Crowell suggested that if they include that 
information it should follow the CHIP and speak to each district on the points of health access, safety, and economic 
development from a health perspective. Commissioner Campbell will take responsibility for moving this work forward. 

BYLAWS 
The Commission held their second vote to adopt the revisions to the bylaws. The vote passed unanimously, with one 
abstention by Commissioner Smith, and the Commission agreed to move forward with obtaining approval from the 
Board of Supervisors. 

MEASURE A 
The Measure A Committee just finished the 2012–2013 allocation. They report to the Health Committee on June 22. 
They will discuss the report and go over recommendations. The committee typically has a few concerns every year, it 
seems, around whether certain organizations should be receiving funds. Or, whether the funds are being used 
appropriately. We get the data after the funds have already been spent. We have no authority. Funds have already been 
allocated. And, by then, it’s too late. 75% of the money goes to the Alameda County Health Care System, the other 25% 
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are allocated by the Board of Supervisors. They each get 5% of the 25%. 99% of the Measure A Committee’s time is 
spent reviewing the 25%. But that is changing. The Measure A Committee invited a representative from the Alameda 
County Health Care System to meet quarterly and talk about the 75%. Now is a good time to do it, because they have 
new leadership. They’ve already had one meeting. A second meeting is scheduled. The allocation is approximately $100 
million and comes from sales tax in Alameda County. Money is allocated on a three year basis. We are coming up to the 
end of that three-year period. During the June 22 report, the Measure A Committee will ask the Board of Supervisors to 
consider making decisions around who gets the money a more open process. Commissioner Crowell said this is why it’s 
important for the Commission to do annual reports to the Board of Supervisors so we can influence their decision-
making and, hopefully, they will start to look at programs that impact health access, safety, and economic development 
within their districts when deciding how to spend the money. Commissioner Platt agreed, and added that it also makes a 
difference when the supervisors are determining budget allocations within the County. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
Youth – SB 140 (Sen. Leno’s bill) is proposing to classify e-cigarettes as tobacco products. Currently, because e-cigarettes 
are not classified as tobacco products, they are not subject to the same regulations as other tobacco products. This bill is 
seeking to change that. The youth committee drafted a letter in support of this bill and would like the commission to 
approve it being sent. The Commission voted unanimously to approve and authorize the sending of the letter of support 
written by the youth subcommittee. 
Commissioner Adeniji would like to pursue grant funding to support the work of the subcommittee. She hasn’t actually 
taken that idea to the subcommittee yet, though. They also plan to write additional letters to support other bills. 

Maternal Child Health – Subcommittee has not been as active this year. There has been talk about whether it should 
remain the subcommittee, or become a workgroup. The group would like to remain the subcommittee. There is a lot of 
momentum around maternal child health. Right now the group is small. The goal is to revitalize the subcommittee this 
year. One way they plan to do that is by putting together a recruitment strategy to attract new members. They would 
also like to invite additional Commission members to participate, and to receive more support from the Commission. 
Commissioner Campbell said he would like to see the group remain a subcommittee. Commissioner Jackson suggested 
an email go out to the full commission soliciting participation. Commissioner Campbell suggested Brandi Howard, the 
subcommittee chair, attend meetings more regularly. He suggested buy-in might be more easily obtained if someone 
from the subcommittee were present at the regular meetings. Finally, Commissioner Jackson suggested, because they 
have done a really good job meshing the Commission with the community, the Oral Health subcommittee might benefit 
from some pointers from the Maternal Child Health subcommittee on how their agenda is set, how they develop 
priorities, how they work with the health department, and community, and the Public Health Commission. Maybe a 30 
minute consultation? Brandi will be resigning as Chair and moving to New York, but she intends to support these efforts 
as much as possible before she goes. 

Nominating – We currently have two vacant at-large positions. Commissioners McClain and Coelho will be working 
closely with Commissioner Williamson to create the same process used previously for recruitment. They will need 
Commissioners who are willing to volunteer to sit on the interview panel. A more formal recruitment plan will be 
presented to the Steering Committee in June. Commissioner Williamson will pull together all of the previous documents 
used for recruitment. The commission voted to move forward with recruitment using the existing applications on file.  

Violence - Commissioners Ward and Crowell are planning a town hall meeting around violence for Alameda County. 
They did have one last November out in Livermore where they heard from their gang unit, family counseling center, and 
heard about tri-Valley Haven. This time around they are looking to host the event at the Reach Ashland Youth Center. 
The goal is to hear from the City of Oakland beats that have the highest levels of violence, as well as representatives 
from the district attorney’s and public defender’s offices. Potential dates and times are Thursday, June 18 or Thursday, 
June 25, between 5 PM and 8 PM. 
Hypertension – On hiatus right now. 

Health in All Policies – No update. 

Oral Health – DENTI-CAL SIGN ON REQUEST 
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The Public Health Commission has been asked to be a supporting organization of California Smile. The request was made 
by a lobbyist. They are trying to get a coalition of organizations to support the idea of raising the Denti-Cal rates, which 
have been raised since 2001. With the expansion of Medicaid, there are a huge number of kids who cannot access Denti-
Cal services because they cannot find providers. And they cannot find providers because the rates are too low. They will 
be asking the state legislature to increase reimbursement rates for dentists. The Western Dental Society, the largest 
provider of Denti-Cal services in California, is behind the campaign. By signing on, our name would go on the 
helpingcaliforniasmile.com website. The Commission voted unanimously to support the organization, with abstentions 
by Commissioners Williamson and Meyers.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Two bills introduced to the California legislature on warning labels and tax on sodas were both killed in the health 
committee. The warning label bill, which was being reintroduced because it died in the assembly health committee due 
to heavy lobbying by the industry, this year didn’t even make it out of the health committee of the Senate. There were 
some surprise legislators that chose not to vote which, in effect, killed the bill. The one on the tax died last week also. 
We have some real work to do at the state level. Some of the past support we’ve enjoyed for public health measures is 
no longer there in the health committee. This is something we need to know about, and we’re going to have to get more 
active and more aggressive.  
 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Carmen Drake 

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com.   

Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for 
information on how to become a member, bylaws, meeting schedule, and more. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Steering Committee Mtg 
June 11, 2015 

Regular Meeting 
July 9, 2015 

6:00pm to 8:00pm 
San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
Trustees Conf Room 
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