
             ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 
 

Public Health commission Meeting Minutes 
OF May 12, 2016 6-8 PM 

San Leandro Library  
300 Estudillo Avenue, The Trustees Conference Room 

 
 
 

The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; 
initiate and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations 
regarding opportunities for building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and 
advocate for adequate resources and increased County action to improve community health. 

Attendance Record (P = Present, A=Absent): 
 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 02/11/16 03/10/16 04/14/16 05/12/16 06/09/16 07/14/16 

1 Nicolas Stevens  12/10/15       

2 Ken Russell Coelho 12/04/16    P   

2 Sandra Frost  10/05/17    P   

2 Keith Davies 10/02/17    P   

2 Thania Balcorta 09/17/17    A   

3 Estelle Clemons 02/09/16    A   

3 Wale Adneiji 11/26/17    P     
 

3 David Ralston 04/19/18    P   

4 Gwendolyn McClain 11/26/17    P   

4 Julie Williamson 07/12/17    P   

4 Gloria Crowell 06/30/16    P   

4 Michael Campbell     P   

5 Jaime Adler 10/09/17    P   

5 Justin Rausa 01/07/18                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   P   

         

At-Lrg Erin Hagan N/A       

At-Lrg Zhonnet Harper N/A    P   

At-Lrg         

At-Lrg         

Staff:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Muntu Davis, MD, MPH,  Alameda County Public Health,OOD 
 Gail Potier, Alameda County Public Health , OOD 

Guests:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 Darlene Evans ,  Dr. Larry Platt & Erica Pan, MD  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Commissioner Justin Rausa called the meeting to order @ about 6:15PM.   Commissioner Justin Rausa put aside the 
minute approval to have some of the new commissioners and reappointed commissioner introduced themselves.    First,   
Commissioner Michael Campbell who is a reappointed Commissioner introduced himself and gave a brief description of 
his reappointment to District 4.  Commissioner David Ralston introduced himself and made a brief comment that he was 
representing District 3.  Commissioner Jaime Adler introduced herself and gave a brief comment that she was 
representing District 5.  The rest of the older commissioners introduced themselves and stated what district they were 
representing.  

 

The minutes were read and Commissioner Justin Rausa asked the commissioners for approval, the minutes were 
approved with one correction, that the reference name of Commissioner Gwendolyn McClain be deleted and replaced 
with the name of Commissioner Estelle Clemons throughout the minutes.  Then, Commissioner Keith Davies motion that 
the minutes be approved and he was seconded by Commissioner Julie Williamson.  The minutes were adopted by the 
full commission with staff edits. 

 

Presentations  

Dr. Erica Pan, Deputy Health Officer of Alameda County Public Health Department came to the meeting and 
started her presentation on the ZiKa Virus at 6:25PM.   This virus has been mystery to the commission and 
they wanted to know more about the virus and its effects on the population.   

Dr. Pan gave an overview of the virus showing some power point slides.  She spoke about what is it, where it 
is, how does it spread and what are the symptoms?  She spoke about the history of the virus of when it started 
and when it became an epidemic for the population.  Dr. Pan stated that there is no vaccine available for this 
virus and all that can be done is comfort care.  However, there is research being done now.  She also stated 
that all of the testing is now being done in State Labs around the country.  Dr. Pan stated that if you want 
information regarding this virus a website has been set up along with the Power Point presentation on our 
website.  Information is subject to change at any moment as more information comes in from the CDC and the 
State.  The Public Health Department and Mosquito Abatement of Environmental Health are partnering 
together to strategize and keep each other informed of new strategies of dealing with the virus. 

You can now go to our website which was specifically set up for Alameda County. Click on the Public Health 
homepage link, then click on Health Alerts and the link will lead you to the Zika Virus page.  This page will be 
updated every Friday with our AFT’s and case count which give some information on prevention and.  Also, 
Washington Hospital has a new health channel in which they will be doing a health alert soon regarding the 
Zika Virus.     

 Dr. Pan stated that she thinks overall the CDC, the state and local agencies have done a great job coordinating 
regionally.  She also stated that overall Zika is a mild disease but, again the major concern is congenital 
infection and it is really about the testing and staying on top of the disease and hopefully there will be a 
vaccine soon.  Dr. Pan finished her presentation at 6:49PM.   

 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Dr. Davis spoke about the county going through it’s budget process.  He stated that Alameda County Public Health 
Department submitted their budget in which they submitted something like $2.5 million dollars worth of increases.  
Ones of those being about 1 million dollar restoration of cuts to the Nutrition program in which there going to be  
something coming from the state.   And, at the moment, it sounds like that is supported, so we should get those funds to 
fill that gap.  We do expect in the future years from the state that there will be more cuts to Nutrition and so we will 
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figure out what we can do to fill the gap.  But, in general it sounds like we did get some support for that in terms of our 
budget.   

The county as you know is going through the process of creating or getting input for putting out a housing bond for 
November.  We have been pretty active in that, and, I don’t know if the letter that I sent to the board was sent to you all 
as well.  If not, I will have Carmen sent it to you all because I think that all of the commissioners should have the letter.  
The Board will probably make it public as well on their website.   

Basic what we try to do like I normally do with things, is think about it from the standpoint of health and what impact 
housing has on health and where thinking about those health impacts the bond could be most helpful.  So, in that, there 
are a number of points that are raised, but, one important point thing that we keep hearing earlier on in terms of the 
bond is that, one, it could do things around purchasing, but, it couldn’t do things around operational cost.   So, let’s say 
you build affordable housing but there is some operational cost, but, the bond money can’t be used for that.  However, 
it could be used to purchase, it could be used to possible rehab, but, it has to be the onetime acquisition or 
improvement cost that could be done.   

There are a lot of different things in the bond and I think it is really important for people to come out and voice their 
opinion.  There will be some Town Hall meetings in each district that will come up and please go out and voice your 
opinion in relationship to that and we will give you the points that we raised. And, this time it was a little different, so, 
we took the lead in terms of for the Health Care Services Agency, we got input from Behavioral Health and also thinking 
about our department.   

We actually did a survey internally in our department of our programs and sent it to all-staff and asked them to tell us 
what in the department.  So, if you do things in relationship to your programs in terms of accessing housing with your 
clients.  But, even if you don’t please tell us you’ve heard are tell us what you’ve seen in relationship to clients and 
family members who live in Alameda County in relationship to housing.  So, within an hour after we sent it out, we got 
about 66 responses and at this point, we are up to about 130.  So, when I heard some of the stories in the survey, it was 
pretty bad.  Not only for staff themselves, but, what they have seen their clients are going through. 

One of the things that I made sure we did was to think about it from a public health approach.  So, there are things in 
there about; we push to have the area medium income be for 20% or less which is important in terms of thinking of 
people in poverty.  But, that 20% call AMI is roughly the cut off for Medical populations.  So, thinking about housing that 
could go to 20% of the population below that income is important when thinking about chronic diseases that people are 
dealing with and the impact on their housing issues. 

In addition to that, I made sure that we stepped away from the bond issue for a second and said; aside from the bond, 
there are other things that are important to do, like tenant protection or having just cause evictions among other things.  
I said this because I want to be sure that we start the conversation around buying, rehabbing and building affordable 
housing.   But, as we start to buy, rehab and build there are other things that happen inside the market and these other 
things will help protect and maintain the exiting stock of affordable housing.  However, we will see where that goes, but, 
I wanted to make sure we talked about some of the other things that will go beyond the bond to try and help with the 
housing crisis.  The survey will close at the end of this week and I will check to see if Behavioral Health has sent out the 
summary yet.   

Commissioner Justin Rausa asked Dr. Davis if there were any statistics on rental housing stock for the UN -incorporated 
areas of the county.  Dr. Davis stated that, at the moment there were no stats, but, that the department has been 
working with and talking to Linda Gardner and that the department would have to look at that a little more closely 
because he doesn’t think it’s been spelled out in general, in terms of all the presentations that she has given the 
department, thus far, but, it’s definitely worth something to look at and he thinks that the policy decisions that the 
board would have to make and the city would have to make depends on what their housing stock is.  So, we’ll take a 
look.  He also said that he would try to get Linda Gardner to come and talk about the housing bond. 

Dr. Davis stated that after the survey is done the department will do a summary of the most frequent things that came 
up and we will let the commission see that as well.   He also said that they are making sure that they build a coalition of 
people that have sort of an understanding and have some of the data and then have some of the stories.   That’s why 
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the survey was done, to get the stories.   This would show what people are experiencing and then get people to show up 
at the meetings when they are actually going to make these decisions.  We are trying to get as big of a push before the 
bond language gets finalized, because the bond language gets finalized, it is final.   

The last thing that I will speak about is the Community Health Improvement Action Teams for our county health 
improvement plan has a date scheduled for June 30th in the evening and the intent of that meeting as Commissioner 
Julie Williamson pushed us to do some research around some of the strategies that were out there that hadn’t been 
discussed.  There will be two speakers and one of them is SPUR who authored the economic prosperity report for the 
county.  They will come and do a report and sort of go over that.   Then people will be able to ask questions and go over 
the strategies that are recommended in there, in terms of economic development.  Then we had a student do research 
around community safety and violence prevention programs across the nation.   She will give a summary of her report 
that was given to us at that meeting as well.  

 Dr. Davis said that he chosen not to have this report separated into two separate work groups because he thinks that 
it’s good for everybody to hear the report.    So, at the moment it will be on the agenda and all work groups will hear the 
conversation because he thinks that it is important for everybody to learn and not just set in one action team.   

He stated that he would get more clarity around this in terms of those dates and will get confirmation on that and make 
sure that it goes out to the commission as well. 

 

Presentation, Soda Tax 

At 7:06PM Dr. Larry Platt gave a handout of the Beverage Soda Tax plan to all of the commissioners and then he gave an 
overview of the Soda Tax.   Dr. Platt stated that the Soda Tax is about preventing chronic diseases and is Oakland 
specific.    Although San Francisco has decided to do a Soda Tax vote, sort of and open one and Albany is suppose be 
voting on it soon.  The point is, is that sugar is slow acting poison and it contributes to common diseases in children, such 
as dental  parities and diabetes, there are two types of diabetes  and sugar contributes to type 2 .    For this reason we 
are trying to reduce the consumption of soda as it is the most significant source of sugar.  

A few years ago when Richmond was considering a Soda Tax, they wondered why Alameda County wasn’t doing the 
same thing.    So, the BOS asked the health department to do a study of the impact of sugar sweeten beverages on the 
health and economics of Alameda County and that was done, and among the number of policy recommendations, the 
easiest one to address was the Sugar Sweetened Soda Tax.    

So, Last July or August Dr. Platt got in contact with one of the Oakland City Council members, Annie Campbell-
Washington, and she got two more members of the Oakland City Council, Desly Brooks and Rebecca Kaplan to co-
sponsor a provision and last Tuesday, May 3rd , the City Council of Oakland voted to put it on the ballet for November.    
In the meantime we tried to get a lot of endorsements, so we got a lot of community organizations and some faith based 
leaders to join in and he says that he would be very pleased if Alameda County Public Health Department will join in 
because this is where it all started.   Commissioner Michael Campbell stated that the tax is not on the consumer, but on 
the corporations and that the money from them would go to the general fund to be used at their discretion.  

Commissioner Wale Adneiji asked Dr. Platt how does he want the commission to endorse the Beverage Soda Tax.  Dr. 
Platt replied that he wanted endorsement on the ballot measure and Dr. Davis said that he would check to see what the 
exact process was for the endorsement.  Also, Commissioner Sandra Frost stated that she would take the measure to 
the Food Policy Council and get an endorsement from them in the Oakland & the Ashland, Cherryland community.  

 Dr. Davis stated that if they want to endorse the project, that they should fill out the form that Dr. Platt passed out and 
take it to their supervisor and state that they want to endorse the measure. 

Dr. Platt stated that there is a website called Yes4healthyoaklandchildren.com and you can see the list of endorsements 
of all the organizations participating.        

Commissioner Julie Williamson made a motion to send a letter to the Coalition for Healthy Oakland Children expressing 
endorsement and support for the City of Oakland’s Beverage Sweet Tax on distributors.  Commissioner Justin Rausa 
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stated that all of the commissioners accepted the motion and it passed to send the letter to the Oakland City Council 
expressing our endorsement.  They will need to make the board aware of their intentions and see if it is ok with them.   
Also, it looks like the Public Health Institute may be conducting the evaluation.    Dr. Lynn Silver would be conducting the 
evaluation.    

Public Comment 

There was someone from the public that had a public comment.  Her name is Darlene Evens and she made this 
comment on the Soda Tax:   The definition and the enforcement and the regulation of this tax is important how this tax 
will be carried through.  It is important to relay that to the public.   

 

New Business  

The minutes of the By-laws from the last meeting were read by Commissioner Justin Rausa and they are as follows: 

 The proposed changes would change our meeting calendar from 6 months to 12 months, meaning we would 
meet monthly instead of every other month.  This means that the full commission meeting calendar would 
operate independent of the Steering Committee. 
 

 The Steering will still exist and we are clearly defining who the membership is.  Meaning that they are the 
officers, so, the chair, the vice chair and the chair of the nominating committee as well as the chairs of any 
standing and At-Hawk committees.  Meaning that those folks would be the ones on how we would determine a 
quorum at a Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee is required to meet at least 6 times a year.  There is 
no actual language to say every other month or when they should have a meeting, but, that would be up to the 
Steering Committee and that would be with enough public notice.   
 

 On page 12, just a somatic change around the Steering Committee having strategic control whether than general 
control of the full commission. These meeting will be open to the public and there will be notices as to the place 
and time of the meetings.  For some members this is the first time hearing these changes, but, they were voted 
on at the last meeting.  Ultimately the BOS would have to approve the changes, however, Two months ago there 
was a Steering committee meeting, but, we just notice it as a full commission.  So, there will be notices as to the 
place, time and agenda is required.  The meetings are not fixed to be at a certain date and time.  Some of the 
newer commissioners were on board to do it as they wanted to be active.  That way we could vote on things. 

Commissioner Justin Rausa made a motion to except and support the proposed changes to the By-Laws as a second 
reading of the By-Laws and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Keith Davies.  The motion was passed 
unanimously by the full commission.  Commissioner Justin Rausa stated that he would work with Carmen to see how we 
move this along to the Board of Supervisors.    

 

Announcements 

Commissioner Michael Campbell stated that he as the new executive director of the African American Wellness Project 
will be putting on a conference around technology & Medicine being sponsored by some folks from Silicon Valley in 
September and he will give more information later as the date approaches. 

Commissioner David Ralston made an announcement regarding the City of Oakland planning an Urban trail for bikes and 
walkers that would extend throughout Oakland’s Creeks. 

Commissioner Ken Coelho made an announcement that the City of Hayward has a Community Emergency Response 
Team and they are heading efforts to recruit new members.  There is a recruitment meeting on June 30th from 6:00PM 
to 8:00PM @ the Hayward City Hall.  Commissioner Justin Rausa asked Commissioner Ken Coelho to send the 
information to the rest of the commissioners and he stated that he would. 
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Commissioner Justin Rausa set the agenda for the next full commission meeting and it is as follows 

 Carmen got confirmation that someone from the Place Matters team within the Public Health department will 
be able to present to the full commission hopefully next month.   

 The Racial Equity Tool Kit and the work that the Public Health Department is doing around the Government 
Alliance for Race & Equity will happen at a later date because it involves scheduling with outside partners. 

 Dr. Davis Update  

 Adopting the minutes 

 Then resume getting updates again from our standing and at-hawk committees 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Gail Potier 

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com.   

Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for 
information on how to become a member, bylaws, meeting schedule, and more. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Regular Meeting 
June 9, 2016 
6 PM to 8 PM 
San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
Trustees Conf Room 
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