
ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 
 

     MEETING OF April 13, 2017 
            MINUTES 

 
 
 
 
The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; 
initiate and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations 

regarding opportunities for building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and advocate for adequate 
resources and increased County action to improve community health. 

 
Attendance Record (P = Present, A=Absent): 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 01/12/17 02/09/17 03/09/17 04/13/17 05/11/17 6/08/17 

1 Kimberly Horton 12/20/18 P P P A   

1 Evan Branning 02/07/19   P P   

2 Anthony Galace 12/04/18   P A   

2 Sandra Frost 10/05/17 P P A P   

2 Keith Davies 10/02/17 P P P P   

2 Arezo Sayid 09/17/17 A P P P   

3  Estelle Clemons 02/09/18 A P P P   

3 Wale Adeniji 11/26/17 A P P A   

3 David Ralston 04/19/18 P P P A   

3 Nestor Castillo 01/24/19  P P P   

4 Julie Williamson 07/12/17 P A A P   

4 Gloria Crowell 06/30/18 P P P A   

4 Michael Campbell 09/14/18 A P P P   

4 Kevin Jenkins 11/26/17 P P P P   

5 Jaime Adler 10/09/17 P A P P   

5 Justin Rausa 01/07/18 P P P P   

5 Helene Hoenig 01/24/19  P P A   

5 Gabriela Jimenez 03/21/19    A   

At Lrg Erin Hagan 11/26/17 P P A P   

At Lrg Juan Taizan 09/17/18 A P A P   

At Lrg Zhonnet Harper 10/02/18 P P P P   

 
Staff:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Dr. Muntu Davis, Director, Public Health Department and Health Officer, Alameda County 
 Carmen Drake, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director 
 Monika Gracian, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director 

Public: 
 Amber Piatt, District 5 Commissioner, Human Relations Commission  
 Aidin Castillo, Staff Attorney, Centro Legal de la Raza 
 Darlene J. Evans, Community Member             
 James Plank, Community Member 
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CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
 
Commissioner Rausa asked the new commissioners if they had been through a new commissioner orientation, and 
stated that he would work with the staffer to schedule that orientation, basing the scheduling primarily on the 
availability of the new commissioners.  

PUBLIC COMMENT  

 Commissioner Rausa introduced the guest, Amber Piatt, from the Human Relations Commission that came to 
speak about their work. The Human Relations Commission has a mission of promoting human rights throughout 
the County, and they fall under the Social Services Agency within Alameda County.  

 No questions were asked on behalf of the public. 

CENTRO LEGAL DE LA RAZA PRESENTATION—Given by Ms. Aidin Castillo, Staff Attorney (Note: Immigration Project 
Director listed on the Agenda was not present.) 

 Centro Legal de la Raza is the primary grantee for the Rapid Response Legal Network that was funded by the 
County, the City of Oakland, the San Francisco Foundation, and others. They are based in the Fruitvale and Oakland 
area. 

 Centro Legal de la Raza is a comprehensive legal services organization so they do not only focus on immigration 
services. Centro Legal currently has 20 immigration staff members, 15 of whom are immigration attorneys, and 
they are currently representing over 2,000 individuals, about 905 of which are unaccompanied children and 
families with children who are fleeing violence in Central America and Mexico. Over 100 of those being 
represented by Centro Legal are currently in custody. About 1,500 of the cases are in removal or deportation 
proceedings. There are free monthly clinics at their office where they offer legal advice once a month, at which 
time it is possible that Centro Legal may take the case of an interested individual or may refer them elsewhere 
depending on the needs of the client. 

 Ms. Castillo went on to share some statistics related to immigration locally:  
o In Alameda County, a third of the residents are foreign born 
o 53-57% of the children in Alameda County have at least one parent who is foreign born 
o ~43% of residents of Alameda County speak a language other than English, with Spanish being one of the 

primary languages spoken at home 
o There are significant psychological and emotional implications for children involved in the sphere of 

immigration 
 Under the current administration, immigration officials have made everyone a priority for removal. Raids by 

immigration have not been seen, but there are more targeted efforts to go to people’s homes. ACILEP sends 
officials that can verify where ICE has been present to prevent rumors from creating more fear within the 
communities. Centro Legal would be the primary responder in case of a detention to determine what can be done 
legally for the client and whether they can take on the case long-term or refer them to someone.  

 Within immigration, it is a civil deportation system, so a deportation proceeding is not a crime and those dealing 
with them are not criminals. Because it is a civil proceeding, those involved do not have the same safeguards as 
those going through a criminal proceeding. Within immigration, those facing deportation are not always entitled 
to see an immigration judge, such as when there is a prior removal order against the client. In most cases, clients 
have a right to see an immigration judge and an attorney, but not one paid by the government so they would not 
be given a public defender. The client would have to pay the removal defense on their own, the lowest cost being 
around $10,000. 

 The administration wants an additional 10,000 ICE officers hired to enforce any new immigration policies that may 
arise during this administration. Since these would be new hires, it would not happen as quickly as some may 
believe as the money would have to be appropriated by Congress to the agency. The administration has also 
expressed the desire for 5,000 more Customs and Border Protection Officers. The greatest change in this 
administration, in comparison to the Obama and Bush administration (where there were identified priority 
individuals for removal and where those at the lowest level with no priority and not much prior involvement with 
immigration were not subject to immediate removal and were sometimes offered work authorization), has been 
that this administration has stated that there is no group that is not a priority for removal.  

 Expedited removal under immigration law is a hearing   where large numbers of people can be deported at once 
and it is typically reserved for the people that have been in the country less than 14 days or have multiple unlawful 
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re-entries. The law also allows it to be extended to anyone that is within 100 miles of the border and cannot prove 
they have been in the US for at least 2 years, which could especially impact those that are here seeking asylum.  

 Another administration memo deals with the increased interaction between federal law enforcement and local 
law enforcement and having every law enforcement agency cooperate with immigration. One proposed idea is to 
expand the 287(g) program, which deputizes local law enforcement to serve as an arm of the federal government 
and are given the authority to detain individuals and serve as immigration officers. There have been localized 
efforts to do away with this program and to create sanctuary cities, especially within California, but these local 
governments may see increased pressures to cooperate by threats from the federal government to remove 
funding.  

 The administration is also looking to reenact a program called Secure Communities that started in 2007 and was 
ended in 2014 by the Obama administration. This program made it so that whenever anyone was booked and 
fingerprinted, their prints would run not only through the state database but also through any immigration 
database. Their fingerprints would be flagged if there was any suspicion that they were undocumented and ICE 
would be notified. There were many lawsuits brought against this program while it was running questioning its 
constitutionality.  

 No immigration laws have changed, only their implementation has been altered. There has been no repeal of 
DACA up to this point.  

 What can be done about the situation? 
o Sharing the information in all sectors, especially those that cannot always be reached by the efforts of 

organizations like Centro Legal, including information about ACILEP 
o Psychological and counseling services are increasingly important, so it is important to find places where 

Centro Legal and other similar organizations can refer their clients.  
 The Central American Minors (CAM) Refugee and Parole Program does not only work at the border, but it also 

involves people going out to these countries and screening individuals that may be eligible to benefit from the 
program. There has been a freeze on this program for now, although children are still coming. Centro Legal has 
not really been using this program directly.  

 Question: How can the Public Health Commission best assist the efforts of Centro Legal? 
o Support for state bills and other forms of legislation is important. There is increasing literature on the 

psychological effects, but legal needs remain the highest in demand. Petitions and letters of support are 
also other ways to support the immigration efforts.  

o Since the Sheriff is elected and bound by the budgets set forth by the board, the Public Health Commission 
could request a meeting with the Sheriff to see where he stands and to ask for more information. 

o The new sense of fear around immigration has become a barrier to health care as well with patients being 
afraid to seek treatment or care for fear of being deported. There is a medical legal partnership that exists 
currently at Highland Hospital where patients are screened for a variety of legal needs by Centro Legal, 
not just immigration.  

 The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation funded two studies that are explicitly about health care access for 
undocumented immigrants. In Oregon, there is a waiver program where they are extending prenatal care to 
undocumented women and looking at their health outcomes. This study will have results this summer. Another 
study that was recently funded was looking at the impacts of DACA specifically, both on health and broader 
economic impact on entire communities. The DACA study is based on a national sample. Both of these studies are 
unpublished to date. 

 Dr. Davis recommended having the Sheriff come in and talk to the Public Health Commission. There was a motion 
that was seconded to write a one-page letter asking the Sheriff to come and speak to the Commission. Dr. Davis 
stated that the County has set out some resolutions and it may be helpful to ask the Sheriff about how they are 
abiding by those resolutions.  

o Public Comment: Sheriff Ahern is also chair for the Political Action Committee for the California State 
Sheriff’s Association and they are formally lobbying against SB54. 

 Motion that passed unanimously: 
o Ask the Sheriff to come and speak to the Public Health Commission regarding the implementation of the 

welcoming and due process resolutions that were already passed by the board of supervisors. 
 Motion that was moved to action: 
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o Sending a letter to the Sheriff inviting him to come speak to the Public Health Commission about the 
County’s welcoming and due process resolutions. 

o Commissioner Hagen and Commissioner Castillo volunteered to help write the letter to the Sheriff 
requesting him to come.  Commissioner Rausa will provide input on the document. 

PUBLIC HEALTH DIRECTOR REPORT 

 Position of the department regarding immigration remains the same.  

 Dr. Davis participated in a webinar regarding public health departments and immigration and what services are 
being provided. The webinar is available online and was put on by the Government Alliance on Race and Equity 
(GARE) and the Human Impact Partners. 

 The Othering and Belonging Conference is April 30th-May 2nd and will be held in Oakland. Dr. Davis will be on a 
panel for May 2nd to discuss progressive policies. 

 The California Conference of Local Health Officers semi-annual meeting in Bakersfield will focus on bias and is 
open to the public. It will be held May 3rd-May 5th.  

 The Local Dental Prevention Grant was received. There was an increase in the award amount from $15 million to 
$17.5 million. It will be a county-wide effort focusing on continuity of care and prevention. A one-page summary 
will be sent out detailing the goals of this pilot project. The project is over the span of 4 years starting in April 
2017. 

 There was an approval for a CDC fellow to work on the epidemiology and data surrounding Zika to help the 
department strategize. 

 Dr. Davis is the chair for the task force evaluating the Urban Shield Expo. The task force is making sure the Urban 
Shield Expo meets the federal guidance related to the Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) grant. The task force 
will consider the impact the UASI has on the communities and whether or not it is actually helping the County and 
the Bay Area meet its demand for emergency preparedness. The first meeting consisted of an overview of the  Bay 
Area UASI grant and the second meeting consisted of a presentation from the Sheriff’s office regarding the logistics 
of Urban Shield. There was also a presentation from Stop Urban Shield. Upcoming meetings for the task force will 
include trying to identify key issues around Urban Shield and providing recommendations for those questions. The 
task force will not be conducting a cost-benefit analysis of the event directly. More recommendations for 
community preparedness may be coming out soon. All information is on the County website. Urban Shield Task 
Force meetings are open to the public and the next one is on May 12 from 9-11AM. The location is yet to be 
confirmed, but it will most likely be at the Alameda County training center. 

 The department is part of GARE and every division is incorporating the use of the racial equity tool. For 
Communicable Disease, they are looking at their adult flu immunization distribution to try and see if that is 
equitable in some way. Public health nursing is looking at recruitment, specifically at diversity recruitment. Family 
health services is looking at the Building Blocks for Health Equity program and the grants given to residents. 
Community health services is looking at a smoke free multi-unit housing policy. 

 Mumps outbreak in San Joaquin has not reached Alameda County, but Dr. Davis will check in with staff about it. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 The public commented on the detention policies of the San Leandro Police Department and John George Pavilion 
and the honesty of recording without a video the statements made by the clients. The public expressed that there 
are police departments in San Leandro that do not record properly and that do not express why they are at an 
individual’s house. No comment was given by the public health commission due to the Brown Act, but 
Commissioner Rausa noted the public’s comment. 

 Commissioner Piatt expressed the interest of the Human Relations Commission to partner with other commissions 
in California and noted that if there was an interest in co-writing a letter between the Public Health Commission 
and the Human Relations Commission, she was willing to offer that form of collaboration in the future. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING RETREAT 

 Vice Chair and Commissioner Rausa have been unable to connect with their respective contacts. At the supervisor 
Carson meeting last month, the Human Relations Commission and the Status of Women went through strategic 
planning so Commissioner Rausa has reached out to them as well for information on their facilitators. Dr. Davis 
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said it would be better if it could be done pro bono, but otherwise he may be able to allocate a small budget to 
the commission for strategic planning. The Human Relations Commission one was $3,000. 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

 There was discussion among the Steering Committee to delay it for later in the calendar year, and it was 
established that the strategic planning retreat should happen first. Commissioner Rausa recommended that the 
annual presentation to the board be postponed until two months after the strategic planning retreat at the 
minimum.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES   

Minutes for the March meeting were approved with a few grammatical changes that were submitted by Commissioner 
Horton via email prior to the meeting. 

SETTING THE MAY AGENDA 

 Depending on the response from the Sheriff, he may or may not be at the upcoming meeting. 

 Discussion on collaborating with other commissions regarding collaboration on plans and/or outreach. 

 Inviting someone from the California Nurses Association to come and talk about SB562, a state-wide bill that 
would essentially create a single-payer system. The California Nurses Association is currently in favor of it. 

 Commissioner Harper requested having homeless people present with regards to equity and assistance at the 
next commission meeting. 

 Discussion on collaborating with other commissions and having homeless people present will be pushed back to 
the June meeting. 

 Review Commissioner Ralston’s draft letter of Support for SL Creek Urban Greening Project that was distributed 
to commissioners via email prior to this meeting. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISTRICT UPDATES 

 Commissioner Harper, Commissioner Jenkins, and Mr. Michael Spencer were able to visit homeless encampments 
and learn more about the conditions of individuals living there. They noted the increased risk for Hep C and TB 
among those in the encampments, and how these should be referred to as homeless communities instead of 
encampments. These communities receive very limited resources. Many of these individuals do not have 
addresses or P.O. boxes which stops them from accessing many services. Commissioner Jenkins suggested creating 
a task force to help empower these communities to share their experiences and speak for themselves.  

o In the Health In All Policy committee, they are working towards reaching an equity approach and believe 
homeless individuals should have a seat at the table to discuss.  

o Footage from the visit to the homeless communities will be distributed at a later time. 

 If a homeless individual can come speak at a commission meeting, it will be a good opportunity to invite members 
from other commissions, like the Human Rights Commission. The Public Health Department does have a homeless 
program and the Place Matters unit.  

 Commissioner Frost suggested inviting someone from Downtown Streets Team, which currently operates in 
Hayward.  

 Commissioner Clemmons mentioned that there are a lot of programs for the unhoused communities, including 
the recently piloted program Compassionate Communities that provides wrap-around services, but it is not a 
coordinated effort so having a task force would make the distribution of services more efficient. Currently only 
the providers that are funded are brought to the decision-making table, but it should be a County-wide effort. 
Homeless Bill of Rights has been put out and it is important to advocate for the unhoused community. 

 Commissioner Branning would like the presentation from the homeless individual to be recorded so it can be 
presented to the board of supervisors. Permission would have to be granted prior to recording. 

 Before the next commission meeting, Commissioner Campbell would like to get as many interested commissioners 
to attend the Oral Health Subcommittee meeting at 4:30PM upstairs in the San Leandro Library on the same day 
as the upcoming commission meeting. 

 Dr. Davis noted that the social services and health committee have been discussing homelessness in meetings for 
several months now. A task force would be appropriate for this situation, as some of the problems in addressing 
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homelessness are tied to funding and coordination. To strategize, it would be important to research what has lead 
individuals to become homeless. 

ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned.  

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Monika Gracian 

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com.   

Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for 
information on how to become a member, bylaws, meeting schedule, and more. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Regular Meeting 
May 11, 2017  
6 PM to 8 PM 
San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
Trustees Conf Room 
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