
ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 
 

          MEETING OF August 10, 2017 
            MINUTES 

 
 
 
 
The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; 
initiate and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations 

regarding opportunities for building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and advocate for adequate 
resources and increased County action to improve community health. 

 
Attendance Record (P = Present, A=Absent): 

Dist.# Member Name Term Exp. 07/13/17 08/10/17 09/14/17 10/12/17 11/09/17 12/14/17 

1 Kimberly Horton 12/20/18 A A     

1 Evan Branning 02/07/19 P P     

2 Anthony Galace 12/04/18 P P     

2 Sandra Frost 10/05/17 P A     

2 Keith Davies 10/02/17 P A     

2 Arezo Sayid 09/17/17 A P     

3  Estelle Clemons 02/09/18 P P     

3 Wale Adeniji 11/26/17 A P     

3 David Ralston 04/19/18 P P     

3 Nestor Castillo 01/24/19 P P     

4 Julie Williamson 07/12/17 A P     

4 Gloria Crowell 06/30/18 P P     

4 Kevin Jenkins 11/26/17 P A     

5 Jaime Adler 10/09/17 A A     

5 Justin Rausa 01/07/18 P P     

5 Helene Hoenig 01/24/19 P P     

5 Gabriela Jimenez 03/21/19 A A     

At Lrg Erin Hagan 11/26/17 P P     

At Lrg Juan Taizan 09/17/18 A A     

At Lrg Zhonnet Harper 10/02/18 P A     

 
Staff:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 Monika Gracian, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director 
 April Peña, Intern, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director  

Public: 
 Sahar Nouredini, member of the public 
 Loris Mattox, member of the public 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
The meeting was called to order without a quorum at the start. Chair Rausa began by reporting back after attending the 
Townhall in Hayward convened by People Power at which Sheriff Ahern was present. When questioned about his 
relationship with ICE, Sheriff Ahern revealed that he applied for additional federal funding which requires that 
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communication with ICE. The Health in All Policies raised the possibility of writing a position paper that outlines the 
health impacts of current immigration policies. It was also recommended that the Commission research the ways in 
which the additional federal funding was being spent by the Sheriff’s Department. Chair Rausa also gave a brief 
announcement regarding the Sugar Freedom Project in East Oakland. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Loris Mattox, a member of the public, introduced herself to the Commission and spoke on AB 186 that will create safe 
injection sites. She discussed the media coverage that has been surrounding AB 186 and explained how the topic of safe 
injection sites is also related to the problem of homelessness going on in Alameda County. Ms. Mattox ended with an offer 
to come back and give a formal presentation to the Commission if desired.  

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Dr. Davis was not present to give the Director’s Report so this agenda item was skipped. 

STAFF REPORT 

 The New Commissioner Orientation will be held during the September Commission meeting, but will be from 5:30-
8:00PM to allow enough time for all of the presentations. Not all commissioners are required to attend, but all 
are encouraged to come. 

 The Commission’s recommendations for the two vacant At-Large seats were sent to Supervisor Chan’s office and 
are awaiting approval from her before moving forward to the rest of the Board. The next Board meeting will be 
on September 12, but those two applicants that were recommended to fill the seats were invited to attend the 
New Commissioner Orientation.  

 Director Larry Brooks followed-up with several asks for the Commission, including whether the Commission would 
be reporting back to the Board of Supervisors regarding the lack of universal blood lead testing, citing the example 
in Michigan. He also mentioned that he would be willing to come back to give another presentation on the 
partnership with Asthma Start and UC Berkeley. Mr. Brooks mentioned that the Surma Exchange program is being 
worked on by the State Poisoning Control Department, but asked if the Commission would be able to assist in 
spreading awareness about the program. 

o Commissioner Galace asked for more information regarding the example of the universal blood lead 
testing that is being proposed in Michigan.  

o Commissioner Branning was interested in inviting Director Brooks back to speak to the Commission to 
advise them on the best ways to go about proposing their recommendation regarding universal blood 
lead testing to the Board.  

 The Public Health Commission will be recognized at the Public Health Department All Staff Meeting on October 4. 
Commissioners that are able to attend should arrive around 11AM, but they are welcome to stay for the entire 
meeting if they would like. A short video will be recorded to showcase a few commissioners at the meeting, since 
not all will be able to attend.  

 The scope of work for the Strategic Planning will be reviewed by the Steering Committee. The most popular date 
for the Strategic Planning Retreat thus far is October 14 from 9AM-12PM. The location will be confirmed as soon 
as the date and scope of work are finalized.  

 After meeting with Deputy Director Kimi Watkins-Tartt regarding the Violence Town Hall, it was decided that Chair 
Rausa and Vice Chair Crowell should meet with the Chair and Vice Chair of the Mental Health Advisory Board and 
the Center for Healthy Homes and Communities to discuss potential collaborative efforts. The focus of the Town 
Hall will be more on the trauma of violence in our communities.  

 A recommendation was given by Pam Willow regarding the letter of support for SB 562 that was passed in a 
motion in the last Commission meeting. She suggested waiting to send the letter to the PAL Committee since they 
are no longer looking at this piece of legislation for now. The Commission felt that they would still move forward 
with the writing of the letter even in light of this recommendation that was given.  

o A motion was passed that Commissioner Castillo will share the letter with the Commission before 
sending it to the Board of Supervisors. The motion passed unanimously.  

INTER-COMMISSION OUTREACH 
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Commissioner Frost attended the Healthcare for the Homeless Commission meeting and sent her updates via email prior 
to the Commission meeting since she was not able to attend in person. She reported back stating that David Modersbach 
from the Healthcare for the Homeless Commission expressed an interest in aligning with the Public Health Commission in 
the future and wanted to know whether there would be a follow-up to the discussion on the health and wellness impacts 
of homelessness.  

In addition to the Healthcare for the Homeless Commission, the Human Relations Commission has previously expressed 
interest in collaborating with the Public Health Commission. After the meeting with the Mental Health Advisory Board, 
they may also want to partner with the Public Health Commission in the future. Commissioner Hagan raised a question 
about the possibility of a hosting a joint commission meeting with several interested commissions on the topic of 
homelessness since it is an issue that relates to the work of multiple commissions. Commissioner Hagan moved that the 
Commission begin contacting other commissions to plan a joint meeting on homelessness and that motion was seconded. 
The motion was then amended by Commissioner Galace to include a deadline for when the outreach to other commissions 
happens. Commissioner Galace moved so that the Public Health Commission reach out to other commissions before 
December 31st, 2017 and that the inter-commission meeting take place within the first three months of 2018. The 
amendment proposed was seconded. Commissioner Galace further refined his motion by moving that the Public Health 
Commission outreach to the HealthCare for the Homeless Commission, the Planning Commission, Mental Health Advisory 
Commission, and the Human Relations Commission by December 31st, 2017 and hold a joint commission meeting on 
homelessness that would take place before March 31st, 2018. This motion was seconded.  

A vote was cast for the motion to amend so that the original motion would read for the Public Health Commission to 
reach out to the Healthcare for the Homeless Commission, the Planning Commission, the Human Relations Commission, 
and the Mental Health Advisory Commission by December 31st, 2017 to hold a joint commission meeting before March 
31st, 2018. The amendment passed unanimously. The amended motion was then put to a vote and passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

For future minutes, it was suggested that action items and motions be bolded within the minutes and summarized at the 
end including the vote counts for motions. Minutes for June and July 2017 were approved by a unanimous vote with the 
exception of an abstention from Commissioner Branning. 

SETTING THE SEPTEMBER AGENDA 

The September meeting will serve as the New Commissioner Orientation. In October, Commissioner Sayid would like to 
bring the City of Fremont’s Aging and Family Services to come inform the Commission around chronic self-management 
disease prevention for the Afghan community. Also in October, we will have a presentation from Anna Lee from the 
Place Matters Unit on the Health Development Guidelines. In November, there will be a presentation from Dr. Treadwill 
on sickle cell. Commissioner Williamson would also like time in future meeting to update the Commission on the 
progress of the Health in All Policies Committee with producing a position paper on immigration.  

There was an announcement by Commissioner Castillo on the Alameda County Public Works updating their bicycle and 
pedestrian master plan and they are seeking residents to serve on an advisory committee. They will be meeting on 
Tuesday, August 15 at San Lorenzo Village Home Association. Commissioner Branning also announced a meeting on the 
BART Livermore expansion. Commissioner Clemons brought forth another announcement regarding the Livermore 
Health Fair, more information can be found on the AC-OCAP Facebook page. There will also be a Healthy Living Festival 
for Alameda County seniors will be taking place in October and also listed on the AC-OCAP Facebook page. Behavioral 
Health is doing a mental health survey and it was requested that if a commissioner can locate the link, it will be sent out 
to the rest of the Commission. Vice Chair Crowell announced the 40th Anniversary of the Allen Temple Annual Holistic 
Health Fair, which will also serve as a job fair this year. Free mammograms will also be given at this event. 

ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned.  

ACTION ITEMS 
1. A motion was passed that Commissioner Castillo will share the letter of support for SB 562 with the Commission 

before sending it to the Board of Supervisors. The motion passed unanimously.  
2. There was a motion for the Public Health Commission to reach out to the Healthcare for the Homeless 

Commission, the Planning Commission, the Human Relations Commission, and the Mental Health Advisory 
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Commission by December 31st, 2017 to hold a joint commission meeting before March 31st, 2018. The motion 
passed unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Monika Gracian 

If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at 
phcommission@gmail.com.   

Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for 
information on how to become a member, bylaws, meeting schedule, and more. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Regular Meeting 
September 14, 2017  
6 PM to 8 PM 
San Leandro Public Library 
300 Estudillo Avenue 
Trustees Conf Room 
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