
ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION  
MEETING OF August 13, 2020  

MINUTES  

The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; 
initiate and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations regarding 
opportunities for building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and advocate for adequate 
resources and increased County action to improve community health.  
 

Attendance Record (P = Present, A = Absent)  
Dist. #  Member Name  Term Exp.  11/14/19  1/09/20  2/13/20  3/12/20  6/11/20  7/09/20  8/13/20  
1  Evan Branning  01/28/21  A  P  A  A  P  P  P  
1  Antony Nguyen  12/05/20  A  A  P  P  P  A  A  
1  David Hurst  06/30/22              P  
2  Subru Bhat  09/18/21  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  
2  Sandra Frost  10/06/21  P  P  A  P  P  P  P  
2  Nestor Castillo  12/05/20  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  
3  David Ralston  04/19/20  A  P  P  A  P  P  A  
4  Zhonnet Harper  07/01/22  P  P  P  P  P  P  P  
4  Greg Garrett  09/15/20  A  P  P  A  A  A  A  
4  Kevin Jenkins  11/27/21  P  P  P  A  P  A  P  
5  Helene Hoenig  01/25/21  P  P  A  A  P  P  P  
5  Ashwini Batchu  10/25/21  P  P  A  A  A  P  P  
5  Dylan Bush  03/22/21            P  A  
At Lrg.  Courtney Welch  12/17/20  A  A  A  A  A  A  A  
At   
Lrg.  

Daisy Ozim  09/13/21  A  A  A  A  A  P  A  

At  
Lrg.  

Esteem Brumfield  09/17/20  P  P  A  A  A  A  P  

Staff:  
• Dr. Nicholas Moss, Alameda County Public Health Department, Interim Health Officer  
• Kimi Watkins-Tartt, Alameda County Public Health Department, Director  
• Evette Brandon, Alameda County Public Health Department, Quality Improvement and Accreditation Director  
• Caroline Brose, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director  

  
Public:  

• Brinda  
• Carlyn Obringer  

  
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
Commissioners introduced themselves to the members of the public and the members of the public introduced 
themselves to the Commission. Brinda submitted the following written comment and read it aloud:   
  
“Public Comment – 8/13/20 Alameda County, CA Public Health Commission meeting  
  



My name is Brinda Thomas and I’m an Oakland resident. I want to thank the Public Health Commission for their work in 
supporting covid19 social distancing measures and containing the case load here to well below much of the country. Today 
I want draw the Commission’s attention to two areas –personal care businesses like hair & nail care salons and outdoor 
swimming pools – that have low risk compared to currently open businesses and should be reopened.  
  
For example, in Fremont the local medspa is open while the hair & nail salons are closed, even though these cosmetology 
businesses have similar building sizes and occupancy levels – they mostly differ because their workers are at opposite ends 
of the economic spectrum. For example, my hair dresser and her husband are unable to work because of the pandemic, 
and now have to support their family of four with under $40,000 a year in the Bay Area. Given the over 10% unemployment 
rate in the U.S., which has disproportionately affected women of color, allowing hair, nail & other personal care businesses 
to open would allow my hair dresser and other women of color like her to regain their economic stability.  
  
In addition, outdoor pools with swim lanes are still closed even though they allow for social distancing and the CDC says 
there is no evidence of covid19 transmission through chlorinated pool water. As of August 11th, 396 people have signed a 
petition on Change.org asking to open Alameda County pools and over 20,500 people have signed a petition to open 
California outdoor pools.  
  
These are just two examples of facilities with covid19 risks manageable with common social distancing practices but are 
being affected by current public health orders. I ask that the Public Health Commission review the full list of currently closed 
locations and assess which facilities have similar risk levels as open businesses based on engineering factors like building 
type, ventilation levels, and occupancy and recommend the re-opening businesses with low covid19 risks relative to 
currently open businesses to get the economy moving again.”  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Motion made by Commissioner Branning to approve July 2020 minutes. Motion seconded by Commissioner Hoenig. 
Abstention by Commissioner Hurst. Motion passes.  
 
ACPHD’S COVID-19 RESPONSE  
Presentation by Dr. Nicholas Moss, ACPHD Interim Health Officer:  

• First case in Alameda County occurred February 28. Increase in cases continues through late March and early 
April. Recent increase in cases starting mid-June up through mid-July.  
• Epi curve peak in mid-July. Some data missing from the state.  
• Increase in case rates and testing. Emphasis on expanding testing in impacted communities.  
• Test positivity roughly 5%.  
• Hospitalization data represents severity of disease. Peak at 213 hospitalizations on July 28. Reopening was paused 
during this timeframe.  
• Available ICU beds also used as a metric for monitoring disease.  
• Mathematical projections/models: Wide range of predictions but median represents progress.  
• Effective reproduction number: Consistent with data; indicate that measures taken to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 are helping.  
• Racial inequities: Latinx community disproportionately impacted by disease. Latinx and Black communities 
disproportionately impacted by hospitalizations and mortality. Social determinants of health play a large role in these 
disparities.  
• Inequities by neighborhood poverty level.  
• COVID-19 strategy:  

o Prevent and control the spread of COVID-19  
§ Minimize community transmission  
§ Protect high-risk populations  

o Find, test, isolate cases and their contacts to prevent further spread  
§ Test widely  
§ Investigate cases and trace contacts  
§ Isolate infected people and quarantine their contacts  

o Support care of COVID-19 patients  



§ Ensure availability of critical care capacity  
§ Provide high-risk populations with needed support through their illness and recovery  
§ Distribute available treatment and vaccines  

o Coordinate an effective response  
§ Establish a functional incident management system  
§ Use data to drive decisions  
§ Engage communities and the organizations that serve them  
§ Clearly communicate through multiple means  

• Indicators:  
o Cases and hospitalizations flat or decreasing  
o Sufficient hospital and surge capacity  
o Sufficient testing capacity  
o Sufficient disease containment  
o Sufficient PPE  

• New COVID-19 website and dashboards: covid-19.acgov.org  
• Q&A  

 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Recent Board of Supervisors actions:  

• New Project Roomkey hotel in Livermore.  
• More money directed toward testing.  
• Rental assistance program.  
• Extension of the county eviction moratorium.  
• Pilot stipend program for those who test positive for COVID-19 run by Social Services Agency.  
• Advance work to end homelessness, Home Together Plan.  
• Authorized county to apply for Project Homekey to convert hotels to permanent housing.  
• Authorized tiny homes project on Fairmont campus.  

Recent ACPHD actions:  
• Launched case and contact investigation RFQ. Will contract with community based organizations to provide these 
services (case and contact investigation; health promotion; assembly/delivery of isolation kits)  
• RFQ is rolling. First deadline is August 31. Will review applications every 2 weeks.  
• Internal design team within the Department has been established to determine the long-term response (roughly 
3.5 years) for COVID-19. Plan to be established by mid-September.  
• Request that Commission provide feedback for the Department.  

 
 
COMMITTEE UPDATES  
Health and Equity in All Policies (HEiAP):  

• Next meeting August 25 at 6:30pm. Presentation by previous Chair Justin Rausa on overview of legislative 
process.  
• Co-sponsoring event on No on Prop 20.  
• Voter guide will be completed for the next Commission meeting.  

  
Justice and Equity for Children and Youth (JECY):  

• On hiatus since the start of COVID-19.  
• In works to reassess future work for the rest of the year in committee.  
• Plan to meet virtually next Thursday at 6pm.  
• Information will be provided to Caroline.  
• In the process of scheduling Criminal Justice ad hoc committee; intersects with work of JECY.  

  
Nominating:  

• Recommendation that Joseph Engeda be appointed to Commission.  
  



Oral Health:  
• N/A; this subcommittee meets every other month.  

 
STAFF REPORT  

• New staff will be onboarded soon.  
• Thank you to everyone who submitted their biographies and pictures for the website!  

 
BYLAW AMENDMENTS  
Vice-Chair Castillo read through the proposed bylaw amendments. This is the second read-through and vote 
on amendments, with the first done at the July 2020 meeting.  

• Motion made by Commissioner Batchu and seconded by Commissioner Bhat to approve amendments to 
the PHC bylaws. Motion passes.  

 
HEIAP COMMITTEE VOTER GUIDE  
Discussion on community partners who may be able to distribute the Voter Guide. Suggested partners and the names of 
commissioners responsible for reaching out to them are listed below:  

• Local radio stations (KBLX); Roots: Chair Harper  
• Oakland Voices; Oakland Post: Commissioner Hoenig  
• KPIX or KRON  
• Tri-City Voice (request for contacts); My Eden Voice FB; Eden Area MAC; Supervisor Valle: Vice-Chair Castillo  
• Supervisor Haggerty: Commissioner Hurst  
• IONE; BCLI  
• Google Sheet shared to organize community partners.  

 
SEPTEMBER 2020 AGENDA  
Suggested items for September 2020 meeting:  

• Representative from Loren Taylor’s office.  
• Report out from Vision 2026.  
• Standing items  
• Voter Guide  
• Website  
• Housing representative – Kerry Abbot.  
• Housing roundtable.  

 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  
New website:  

• Hope to be published before the Voter Guide is approved.  
• Plan for the website to accomplish aspects of Strategic Plan.  
• Request for the subcommittees to provide information on what they would like for their website pages.  
• Plan for the website to be in English and Spanish. Hope to include more languages in the future.  
• Request that bios and pictures be submitted if not done so already.  
• Plan to include glossary defining frequently used language in public health work.  
• Request that Commissioners submit pictures for site.  

East Oakland pop-up COVID-19 testing. Two more to come. Fliers will be shared.  
This is Kevin Jenkins last meeting as an official commissioner.  
 
ADJOURN  
Meeting was adjourned.  
 
APPROVED MOTIONS:  

1. Motion made by Commissioner Branning and seconded by Commissioner Hoenig to approve July 2020 minutes. 
Abstention by Commissioner Hurst. Motion passes.  



2. Motion made by Commissioner Batchu and seconded by Commissioner Bhat to approve amendments to the PHC 
bylaws. Motion passes.  

  
Respectfully submitted by: Caroline Brose  
UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Regular Meeting 
September 10, 2020 
6 to 8 PM 
Online via Zoom 
 
If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at phcommission@gmail.com.  
 
Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for information on how to become a 
member, bylaws, meeting schedule and more.  
  

 


