
ALAMEDA COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION 
MEETING OF September 10, 2020 

MINUTES 

The mission of the Public Health Commission shall be to review and assess emerging health needs; initiate 
and improve health and disease prevention programs and policies; make recommendations regarding opportunities for 
building community capacity as related to public health priorities; and advocate for adequate resources and increased 
County action to improve community health.  

Attendance Record (P = Present, A = Absent) 
Dist. #  Member Name Term Exp. 1/09/20 2/13/20 3/12/20 6/11/20 7/09/20 8/13/20 9/10/20 
1 Evan Branning 01/28/21 P A A P P P P 
1 Antony Nguyen 12/05/20 A P P P A A P 
1 David Hurst 06/30/22 P P 
2 Subru Bhat 09/18/21 P P P P P P P 
2 Sandra Frost 10/06/21 P A P P P P P 
2 Nestor Castillo 12/05/20 P P P P P P P 
3 David Ralston 04/20/22 P P A P P A P 
4 Zhonnet Harper 07/01/22 P P P P P P P 
4 Greg Garrett 09/15/20 P P A A A A A 
4 Kevin Jenkins 11/27/21 P P A P A P A 
5 Helene Hoenig 01/25/21 P A A P P P P 
5 Ashwini Batchu 10/25/21 P A A A P P P 
5 Dylan Bush 03/22/21 P A A 
At Lrg.  Courtney Welch 12/17/20 A A A A A A A 
At 
Lrg. 

Daisy Ozim 09/13/21 A A A A P A A 

At 
Lrg. 

Esteem Brumfield 09/17/20 P A A A A P A 

Staff: 
• Kimi Watkins-Tartt, Alameda County Public Health Department, Director
• Evette Brandon, Alameda County Public Health Department, Quality Improvement and Accreditation Director
• Caroline Brose, Alameda County Public Health Department, Office of the Director

Public: 
• Carlyn Obringer
• Joe Engeda
• Justin Tyler Mauting
• María D. Domínguez ACPHD (she/ella)
• Angela she/her

CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Commissioners introduced themselves to the members of the public and the members of the public introduced 
themselves to the Commission. Carlyn Obringer introduced herself as the Government and Community Engagement 



Manager for Blue Shield of California. She thanked the Commission for enabling the public to participate in their meetings 
and indicated that she was present to learn and observe.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
Motion made by Commissioner Bhat and seconded by Commissioner Hoenig to approve the August 2020 
minutes. Abstention by Commissioner Ralston. Motion passes.  
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
Recent COVID-19 updates:  

• On August 28, 2020, the State announced a shift from their monitoring list to a color-coded four-tier system 
indicating restrictions. Every county is assigned a tier based on adjusted case rate and test positivity.  
• Alameda County is in the purple tier, which is the most restrictive tier and indicates widespread disease.  
• Working to update shelter-in-place orders as needed. Committed to taking a measured and balanced approach.  
• Last week, the County began issuing a questionnaire to schools and school districts in Alameda County to 
determine readiness for in-person learning. This questionnaire will be used to determine how many schools intend to 
apply for waivers and how many are using/are planning to use small-group cohorts. This information is critical for 
infrastructure planning, as the County develops plans for responding to outbreaks and for supporting equitable and 
safe school reopening.  

o Counties in the purple tier may not open schools for in-person learning, but can accept waivers for 
elementary schools.  
o Schools can also use small-group cohorts to provide in-person learning and support for children with high 
needs, English-language learners and others who face barriers to distance learning.  

• Alameda County’s Social Services Agency formally launched the Alameda County Responsibility to Community 
Health (ARCH) program. This pilot program is curbing the spread of COVID-19 by providing financial assistance to 
residents in the County’s highest-risk communities.  

o ARCH will distribute approximately $10 million in economic assistance to an estimated 7500 residents who 
have tested positive for COVID-19 and need support due to economic instability. In the coming 
weeks, more information will be shared about the impact of this program on reducing disease burden.  

• The County is looking for property owners who have units available to lease to join a County program to address 
homelessness.  
• Recent data:  

o 19,596 positive cases  
o 154 hospitalizations  
o 303 deaths  
o ~4000 tests per day  
o Positivity rate around 5%  
o Sufficient hospital capacity.  

• The State will soon be releasing equity indicators.  
• COVID Futures Planning:  

o In process of building a COVID unit.  
o Planning group is in the process of building this structure and allocating staff.  
o Hope to finish transition in the next few months. Will remain partially activated in emergency response.  

• Ask that Commissioners refer members of the public who may contact them to the Department for information 
about COVID-19.  

o Action Item: Will send information to Commissioners as references to give to community members.  
o Questions can be directed to Department staff through Caroline or directly to Director Watkins-Tartt.  

• Flu vaccine campaign.  
• Q&A  

o Surveys have been sent to schools and school districts.  
o For technical assistance regarding schools, please contact safelearning@acgov.org, in addition 
to ncov@acgov.org. Additionally, the COVID number at 510-268-2101 may be able to answer school-related 
issues. Additional contact information can be found on the COVID webpage here: https://covid-
19.acgov.org/contact.page?.  



o Action Item: Invite representative (Andrea Ford) from Social Services Agency to discuss issues related to 
insurance access, affordability and enrollment.  
o Regular actions regarding wildfires: Help staff shelters; education around smoke protection and air 
quality; check-ins with impacted areas and individuals during PG&E shutoffs. Some COVID testing facilities 
have reduced capacity.  
o Testing event in Fruitvale has been postponed. Request that Commissioners spread the word that this 
event has been postponed.  

§ María D. Domínguez, a member of the public, shared the following resource with information 
about this weekend’s postponed COVID-19 testing event in Oakland’s 
Fruitvale: https://unitedinhealthoakland.org.   

 
COMMITTEE UPDATES  
Health and Equity in All Policies (HEiAP):  

• 2020 Voter Guide will be discussed at tonight’s meeting.  
• Next step is to distribute to identified community members and organizations.  
• Co-sponsored the No on Prop 20 event on September 9.  
• CRISES Act has passed both houses in California. If there is action requested, there are scripts that may be 
distributed.  

  
Justice and Equity for Children and Youth (JECY):  

• Currently compiling resources and contact information that have been used for Caroline to archive.  
  
Nominating:  

• Continuing to work on appointing Joe Engeda.  
  
Oral Health:  

• Creating working groups to focus on the Strategic Plan: Prenatal Access, Early Childhood Intervention, Oral Health 
Workforce, Homelessness.  
• Process: Working groups bring recommendations to the Oral Health subcommittee, which funnels suggestions to 
the Public Health Commission.  

 
STAFF REPORT  
Members of the Public Health Commission have been added to the Public Health Department’s mailing list to be notified 
when a press release is published on the COVID-19 website.  
 
PUBLIC HEALTH – SPARE THE AIR EMERGENCY  
Presentation by Commissioner David Ralston and Angela, representative from Communities for a Better Environment:  

• Public health emergency regarding cumulative impacts of chronic pollution, wildfire smoke and COVID-19.  
• Recommended that a letter be sent to the Board of Supervisors regarding “Spare the Air” policy and regulation of 
specific industries.  
• Motion made by Commissioner Ralston and seconded by Commissioner Bhat to support a resolution recognizing 
a Public Health “Spare the Air” Emergency for communities exposed to cumulative impacts from chronic industrial 
pollution, COVID, and wildfire smoke and sending the proposed recommendation letter to the Board of Supervisors 
and Alameda County Public Health Department. Motion passes.  

 
HEIAP COMMITTEE VOTER GUIDE  
Review and discussion regarding the Voter Guide submitted by the HEiAP subcommittee.  

• Motion made by Commissioner Branning and seconded by Chair Harper to endorse the Voter Guide and distribute 
to constituents, residents of Alameda County and networks. Motion passes.  

 
OCTOBER 2020 AGENDA  
Proposed agenda items:  

• Andrea Ford from Social Services Agency.  



• Website.  
• Standing items.  

 
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  

• Chair, Vice-Chair (including committees) descriptions, institutional memory underway.  
• Website updates are ongoing; hoping to have a soft launch in October.  
• Upcoming meeting with BARHII.  
• Invitation from Allen Temple to discuss the Voter Guide.  
• Mailing list sign-up created on MailChimp: http://eepurl.com/hczGfD   
• Upcoming pop-up COVID-19 events.  

 
ADJOURN  
Meeting was adjourned.  
 
APPROVED MOTIONS:  

1. Motion made by Commissioner Bhat and seconded by Commissioner Hoenig to approve the August 2020 minutes. 
Abstention by Commissioner Ralston. Motion passes.  
2. Motion made by Commissioner Ralston and seconded by Commissioner Bhat to support a resolution recognizing 
a Public Health “Spare the Air” Emergency for communities exposed to cumulative impacts from chronic industrial 
pollution, COVID, and wildfire smoke and sending the proposed recommendation letter to the Board of Supervisors 
and Alameda County Public Health Department. Motion passes.  
3. Motion made by Commissioner Branning and seconded by Chair Harper to endorse the Voter Guide and distribute 
to constituents, residents of Alameda County and networks. Motion passes.  

  
Respectfully submitted by: Caroline Brose  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Regular Meeting  
October 8, 2020  
6 to 8 PM  
Online via Zoom  

 
If you would like to RSVP for the next meeting, please do so at phcommission@gmail.com.  
 
Please visit the Public Health Commission blog at http://acphc.wordpress.com/ for information on how to become a 
member, bylaws, meeting schedule and more.  
 


